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WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR:

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Good morning everybody and welcome back.  

Welcome to our members who are here.  Welcome to our 

observers and welcome to those joining us on-line and 

can I say once again it is a glorious morning in 

Malahide!  Two in a row, it really is something.  In 

any event, today we must get down to business and make 

recommendations on the topic we have been discussing 

over the last two weekends.  That is how the state can 

make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change.  The 

recommendations will form the basis of the Assembly's 

report to the House's of the Oireachtas on this topic 

as required by our mandate under the Oireachtas 

resolution.

Now, this morning we are going to hear from Professor 

John Fitzgerald, Chair of the Climate Change Advisory 

Council.  The Council was established under the Climate 

Action and Lower Carbon Development Act 2015 which is 

probably the most important piece of legislation in 

this context.  Professor Fitzgerald will explain the 

role of the Council as laid out in that legislation and 

the key messages delivered by the Council in their most 

recent reports.  This will be followed by a questions 

and answers session before we proceed to the 

presentation and discussion on and ultimately agreement 

on hopefully the ballot paper.  So to start off the 

morning, I would ask Professor Fitzgerald to take the 
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podium.

PROFESSOR FITZGERALD:  Thank you very much ladies and 

gentlemen.  Thank you for the invitation to speak to 

you.  This topic of climate change and how we deal with 

it is something that I've spent a quarter of a century 

on.  I first published a paper in 1991.  So it is 

something where, the problem has been -- it looked 

fairly clear in 1991 and it has become clearer but 

finding the solutions is much more difficult.  

In terms of the Council our role is to review the 

progress that Ireland and the Government are making and 

tackling our climate goals and to review policy and 

advise Government on how best we can tackle this 

problem.  And what we want to do is basically 

decarbonize Ireland, make sure that by 2050 Ireland is 

no longer having a negative impact on climate and also 

our job is to try and see what pathway to 

decarbonization there is which will impose least cost 

on Irish society.

There are a number of other similar Council's 

elsewhere.  I believe you are interested in this topic.  

Probably smaller countries are more relevant.  Like the 

United Kingdom has a Council but they have 40 people 

working for them which is roughly the same as we have 

in proportion to population but the problems and the 

way you interact with people, it is much easier to know 
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somebody or to get something done or to find something 

out in a small country.  So the Danish Council for us 

has been particularly useful talking to them because 

they also have a major agricultural sector.  That after 

Ireland in the EU Denmark is the next biggest in terms 

of the agricultural emissions.  The Dutch have a wider 

environmental remit it is not just climate change and 

as I said the Danish one they aren't concerned with 

adaptation, that's how we prepare to deal with the 

problems of climate change, which we also have 

responsibility for.

In all cases we advise government and there are 

different ways we advise government.  The legislation 

is different in each case and now I think there is a 

new Swedish Council being set up over the last year but 

we are Advisors we don't make policy and the 

composition of the Council's tends to be experts.  If 

you want people to make policy then it's politicians 

you want.  

In terms of the membership, I'll show here you'll see 

from different backgrounds and you will have seen it in 

the notes so I won't go through and introduce us all.  

In terms of how we communicate our results and policy 

making is far more complex than -- people think that's 

about Ministers or its about civil servants.  Policy 

making in Ireland over the last 50 years it involves a 

much broader group and you are part now of this process 
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reflecting that it is the people of Ireland contribute 

in different ways to policy making.  So how you 

communicate your answers, there is no point coming up 

with a series of mathematical formulae which you send 

to an expert in the Department.  That isn't what its 

about.  You have to explain.  So what we do, our advice 

be firmly grounded in evidence.  So we may think that 

something is the right answer but if we advise 

government to be reasonably certain that it is the 

right answer.  Everything we do is published.  So our 

advices in secret, it is published it is available to 

you as well as to Ministers and Civil Servants.  We 

produce formal reports, we published in what was called 

a periodic report in July and this is where we bring 

together our advice across a range of different areas.  

We also write to the Minister on particular topics and 

we engage with Departments -- on behalf of the Council 

I come and speak to you.  So there are a range of 

different ways one communicates our best understanding 

of what the approach in Ireland should be and all 

reports and correspondence are available on our 

website.

You have heard now over two weekends that the world 

faces a major problem and the changes are happening now 

but this is a policy problem unlike any other that 

certainly I've had to deal with because it is going to 

play out over decades, over a century.  Normally what 

happens is, you have a problem and you say, right we 
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need to do something about and we are going to have to 

pay something, it is going to cost some people but 

there is a benefit for you the electorate, you the 

people of Ireland from making these changes and you 

should go and do it.  The problem in climate change is, 

yes there are going to be costs for us all and we see 

examples which may be caused by climate change of 

damage to us but the problems are going to be much 

worse for my children.  They are going to be much worse 

for my grandchildren.  I'll be dead before things 

really get bad as a result of climate change.  So what 

we are doing is, we are asking ourselves to make 

changes today which aren't really going to benefit us.  

There will be some benefits in terms of health, in 

terms of air quality, in terms of warmer homes but the 

real benefits will come to future generations and this 

is a very difficult problem -- it is difficult for us 

in terms of advising on policy and it is particularly 

difficult for politicians because it is really an 

ethical question where you are asking people to do 

something with is not for them and politicians are not 

comfortable with talking, preaching in terms of ethics.  

Actually the Pope had a very good encyclical last year 

where he was speaking not to Catholics not to 

Christians, to the people of the World, in terms of how 

we must make changes.  Now his economics wasn't as good 

as his ethics but I will come on to that.  That's why 

I'm here.
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Just to summarise that over the next 50 years we have 

to stop using carbon based fuels which requires a 

massive change and the fact that every unit of carbon 

dioxide we emit today will still be in the atmosphere 

in 10,000 years time means that the sooner we take 

action the better and making changes will effect all 

aspects of our lives.  So we are being asked to make 

big changes over the coming decade which will effect 

how we travel, how we heat our homes and also 

indirectly.

How do we communicate this message?  First of all the 

science is well understood but the answer is not 

simple.  There isn't a silver bullet.  I heard a 

lecture recently and they talked about silver buck 

shot, that there are a whole range of different things.  

So what you are going to vote on I'm not quite sure but 

there isn't a single solution, yes/no answer.  Also in 

terms of the political system, there are huge 

distractions.  There are so many other problems going 

on and you can always postpone climate change because 

this is going to play out over such a long period.  So 

politicians are only human and to get them to focus for 

any length of time on this issue is very difficult when 

we the people of Ireland and asking them to focus on so 

many other issues.  

Also, how we communicate the need for change, we are 

humans and we behave in complex ways.  So there isn't a 
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single, go out and do it and say, I'm going to make a 

big change, but you get distracted, you go off, you 

have to live your life.  So that the ability also to 

absorb information -- when I go to the supermarket and 

I buy a pound of butter it is Euro2.19 and I know it is 

going to be bad for me, is there more information I 

need to know?  Food miles and so on.  That there is 

only so much information that we in our daily lives can 

absorb and deal with.  So you need to communicate the 

message in a reasonably simple way and that's one of 

the reasons why the market is useful and I'm going to 

come back to this.  If the price is higher than we tend 

to say by something else or do something different, it 

is a simply way of sending a message to people.  

However, the market isn't perfect that we all, like 

when we buy our electricity or mobile phones or 

whatever, it is so complex working out what is the 

cheapest.  There are other reasons why we change.  So 

communicating how we need to change is not easy.

The challenge, I show just one graph and in the blue 

line at the top it shows where we are going.  That it 

is now clear that we are going to miss our target by 

2020 and I think we are going to miss it by even more 

than the government expects because they are basing 

some of their work on work which I actually did before 

I retired from the ESRI in 2013/2014 and I know that we 

under estimated the recovery in the economy.  So I 

think the problem is if anything bigger and we are 
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going to miss the target and the way things are going 

unless we change it's the blue line, emissions are 

going to rise in the future unless we introduce new 

policies.  So that's why new policies, different 

policies that are going to make a different we need to 

move from the blue line, to if you like the orange line 

going down.  We just show it going down in a straight 

line.  It could be a bumpy line.  It would be nicer if 

we could go down more rapidly but what the best 

strategy is, we have to think about, the government 

have to think about but we have to change.

The Government published their National Mitigation Plan 

in July and we welcomed its publication and the fact 

that the Government met for a day out to consider 

climate change with one other issue was a sign that 

they were actually taking this issue seriously and also 

the plan involves a number of Ministers are signed up 

to it.  However, my school reports always said could do 

better and I'm not sure whether it motivated me but our 

view is that the Government could do better.  We the 

people of Ireland could do better.  So whether the 

Government reacts as I did being rather cross with the 

report but probably going out and working harder, we 

need to work harder as we won't achieve the 2020 

targets.  And its not just about 2020 because if we 

were to get down to having no impact on the climate by 

2050 the longer you delay taking the action, the more 

expensive it is going to be for Ireland to make the 
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change.  So it is really urgent that we being the task.  

It is possible that there are ways out of our 

obligations in 2020 in the sense that we can pay other 

countries who have over performed but that isn't the 

issue or that isn't necessarily the cost efficient 

solution because you will then have an even bigger 

mountain to climb afterwards.  So that is the fact that 

we are not going to hit 2020 is that we are a very long 

way towards our targets for 2030-2050. 

Another problem for policy makers and for us all is 

that we don't know actually the road to 2050 to where 

we want to get.  We need to consider a number of 

different pictures laid out for ourselves and it is 

important to think of this because if for example we go 

for electric cars and that looks like being part of the 

way we are going to deal with this problem.  What 

happens if electricity is still being produced with 

coal?  So we need to map out, if we are going with 

electric cars we need electricity to no longer be 

produced with carbon fuels by 2050.  So we need to -- 

but maybe it might be hydrogen powered cars.  I don't 

know for certain although it looks increasing like 

electric cars.  So we need to map out and the 

Government needs map out maps to the future which shows 

the complexity of it and brings together all the 

different bits.

In terms of our recommendations, first of all we need 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

12

policy decisions and there are lots of very good ideas 

in the National Mitigation Plan but no decisions.  So 

that is a big gap.  We also need to look at the 

experience.  We have implemented policies already.  

Some of them worked and some of them didn't and we 

shouldn't be afraid of failure but we should learn from 

failure and build on that.  

One of the clear messages from us as a Council is you 

need an effective price signal.  The Government needs 

to take account in its investment planning and I will 

come back to this of the fact that emitting carbon is 

expensive or that its going to damage the world.  So we 

need also forward guidance on carbon tax.  What the 

Governments plans are out to 2030?  It is going to rise 

if we are going to make any difference.  We need a 

reform of the EU Emissions Trading system which sets 

the price of carbon in electricity and these signals 

are needed to guide us to where we want to go.  We 

should also remove the fossil fuel subsidy which we all 

pay on our electricity bills to peat.  It doesn't make 

sense to be burning peat which is the most damaging 

fuel to make electricity and subsidizing it.  Now if we 

close peat we then have to take account of the fact 

that there are people working there.  So that enabling 

adjust transition is important.  

The public expenditure, one of the limited gains which 

we made -- when the Government published the draft plan 
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we said, look the public expenditure framework matters.  

That is how you decide on investment priorities.  You 

need to change and take account of climate change on 

that and at the current way they do it, they are not 

paying enough attention to it and I said that to the 

Minister on behalf of the Council and the Minister 

said, 'I'll talk to Pascal'.  He talked to Pascal and 

two weeks later the Government announced they were 

going to change it.  So that was a small but 

significant win.

The distribution implications, one of the things that 

is really important to understand is there are going to 

be costs and some people are going to end up paying a 

higher share of the costs than others and it needs to 

be a fair transition.  People on low incomes spend a 

higher share of their income on electricity, on heating 

than people living on Ailesbury Road or Shrewsbury 

Road.  So that is a problem and actually research 

published by a colleague of mine in the ESRI in 1992 

said you would need to spend 30% approximately of the 

revenue you take in tax in increasing welfare payments 

to compensate those at the bottom who are going to be 

big losers.  So that is another reason you need the tax 

because you need the revenue to compensate losers.  

Losers is a bad word but people who are going to be 

adversely affected shall we say.  That would be more in 

style with an economists phrasing of it.  And we need 

to change behaviour.
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Transport you heard yesterday, increasing public 

transport.  Supporting incentives for electric 

vehicles.  I was interested to see in Glentees now in 

Donegal, you can plug in your electric car on the main 

street.  We are actually, we have developed the 

technology, all we need is the electric cars and 

electric cars that can get us from Dublin to Glentees 

without having to stop along the way.  

We also need to rebalance spending from roads to public 

transport although we will still need roads and in 

terms of developing the way we do our work so that 

people can live closer to where they work so they can 

walk or cycle so we become less dependent on cars.

You heard yesterday I think a number of people on the 

agricultural area so I'm not going to spend a huge 

amount of time on this.  We need to define what the 

objective is for agriculture by 2050 which has not yet 

been done.  We will have to reduce our emissions in the 

case of agriculture and a really important thing and 

this is something which the Government also changed 

between the draft and the final plan published in July, 

we need to consider land use.  It is not just 

agriculture because if for example we produce less 

beef, cattle and we use the land for something else, if 

we use the land for forestry or in ways that suck 

carbon out of the atmosphere, you have a win win.  So 
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we need to look at ways of using our land better in a 

way that actually contributes to the solution of global 

warming.  So the Government in the final plan said 'yes 

land use we need to consider'.  

A success story is renewable electricity.  The way we 

incentivize it was we said, there's a guaranteed price 

for renewable electricity.  So we have delivered a lot 

of wind powered electricity in Ireland and we want to 

get to 40% by 2020 and we may well do so.  And that 

guarantee was financed by our electricity bills.  I 

just checked my bill I think it is about including VAT 

is about 80 Euros a year I'm paying and this has been 

used party to subsidize renewable electricity but a 

study shows that up to 2012 yes we paid the subsidy, it 

was higher in our electricity bill but the cost of the 

electricity actually fell because it doesn't cost you 

anything when the wind blows to generate electricity.  

So actually renewable electricity meant the people of 

Ireland in their electricity bills were paying less 

than before.  So that's a win/win.  Are there ways and 

that's our job as a Council to advise the Government, 

are there ways we can actually do this in a smart way 

that in some cases it may actually save us money.  So 

that is one case of a success.

Why we believe a carbon tax is important, it sends as I 

said a simple signal to us.  The Government also gets 

the revenue and we need the revenue to compensate 
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people who are going to be very badly effected by 

action on climate change and the rest of the money if 

we used it to reduce other taxes which are damaging to 

employment actually we could be actually better off.  

There is a win/win there in what you do with the 

revenue.  We don't like paying taxes but if you use the 

taxes wisely in terms of reducing our emissions in 

terms of using it other ways, we can actually be better 

off.  But more importantly in the rise in the price is 

that it sends a signal to business all over the world, 

if you can find ways of us living our lives without 

damaging the climate you will make money and that is 

and we've seen it in electric cars.  Why are people 

developing electric cars?  Because companies think that 

they can make money out if.  So that is why raising the 

price of emitting carbon is very important because 

people will invest in research and in technologies that 

will actually help us live the lives we want to live 

without having to -- and not damage the climate.  So 

that's really important.

Today we pay a carbon tax of 20 Euros a ton which is 

around the average of the countries that have 

introduced it.  I show there what the effect is on a 

bag of coal or on brickettes but we need a much higher 

price.  It should be 35-70 Euros rather than 20.  The 

EU Trading Emissions Trading Scheme, I'm not going into 

the complexities of this but basically it should make 

the cost of using coal or peat to make electricity much 
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more expensive but it has so far been a failure and the 

EU and the first thing we did as a Council was write to 

the Minister and say, encourage the Government to 

support a French proposal which would have given a 

minimum price for burning fossil fuels in electricity 

generation across Europe.  And we feel this is 

important because if we electrify our cars and if we 

electrify our heat but if electricity is still 

polluting then we have a problem so we need to have 

mechanisms which guarantee to the people of Ireland and 

the people of Europe that electricity will be carbon 

neutral by 2050.

We are human and we are not just driven by markets and 

prices and for example, poorer house holds are unable 

to invest in insulating their homes.  And there are 

probably many cases of say a widow living up a valley 

in Kerry aged 80 using peat to heat her house.  She is 

probably cold, the fumes from the peat probably aren't 

good for her health but to introduce insulating into 

that home which could actually save her money but it is 

going to be very difficult.  So finding ways to make it 

easy for us to do things which may also have other 

benefits for us are important and the price signal is 

not going to influence that person.

Public transport and denser development, less 

commuting.  That's a way we change our behaviour 

without necessarily being driven by price but it is not 
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just widows in Kerry, it's myself -- five years ago my 

wife said we need to put in a downstairs shower so when 

we are disabled or older we will still be able to live 

in the house.  Now it caused chaos in putting this in.  

It didn't cause divorce, we are married 45 years still 

but the chaos in the house and in the end I look at my 

gas bill and yes it saved 30% and the cost of doing 

this chaos in the house actually it saved me money but 

the reason why we didn't do it before was because my 

wife hadn't kicked me into doing it, the reason was 

because of the disruption.  So this is not just about 

price.  There are a range of other things we've got to 

do to help us make the changes we need to do.  

In conclusion, I think that of all the policy problems 

it is different from all the others because as I said 

earlier, we, certainly not me but some of the younger 

people in the room will benefit significantly if we can 

halt climate change but really its for future 

generations.  We have to cut our emissions by, the 

objective is to 80% of where they were before by 2050.  

Leadership and strategy is needed and the problem is 

with so many other demands on the political system, 

getting leadership and developing a strategy, there are 

so many distractions and that's why you are important, 

what you say, people are actually going to listen to 

what you say, help focus our minds on tackling this 

problem.
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Currently Ireland is a laggard not a leader.  So the 

question which you were asked, the top level question 

of how can we become a leader?  Well we've got a long 

way to go before we can become a leader because we are 

going to be one of only three or four countries of 

Europe to miss our target for 2020.  It is only when we 

are out performing and finding new innovative ways of 

tackling the problem that we can come out and say we 

are a leader.  But there are ways which like in terms 

of renewable electricity what has been achieved here 

has been significant and there are lessons for others 

in this area.

The National Mitigation Plan is only a beginning and 

the problem is the hard decisions have not really been 

taken in that and we need in terms of a carbon tax -- 

one simple mechanism is to increase the carbon tax but 

there it's not even a question -- we publish our 

reports because we are not just communicating to the 

Minister, to the Government.  The problem is, if a 

carbon tax is to pass, in the next budget, it needs the 

opposition to buy into it.  It needs the opposition 

parties.  Unless they support it the Government can't 

get a budget through now without the Oireachtas voting 

on it.  So we need a buy in.  So we publish our reports 

we communicate to a much wider audience because the 

policy making community has to say, yes this is vital.

Finally, Ireland must work with the EU and the UN and I 
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have not talked about the EU's targets for us.  They 

are our targets for us and the EU are how we will help 

to implement this and particular for example in the 

area of electricity, why the EU is so important, if we 

went ahead and raised the price of electricity 

dramatically in Ireland it would make business 

uncompetitive.  It might be the right thing to do but 

it would make business lose out in the rest of Europe.  

But if Europe does it for Europe then we are not losing 

compared to our competitors we are all going to work to 

solve or work towards finding a solution to the problem 

of climate change.  So that's why at an EU level our 

participation in that, they are part of our solution.  

They are not driving us.  We are part of that and 

similarly the Paris Agreement in the United Nations, 

the UN agreement was huge progress where the world has 

bought in and I travelled to babysit in the -- well my 

grandson says it's kid sit actually, in the United 

States.  Unfortunately a long way to go to see your 

grandchildren but even with Trump you see changes 

there.  So I am hopeful that the world has turned a 

corner.  We have a long way to go.  Thank you.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well many thanks to Professor Fitzgerald 

for a really thought provoking presentation and he is 

kindly going to stay for another half hour and answer 

questions.  So I'm going to go into the Q&A session 

immediately and what I'm going to suggest is that each 

Facilitator or member just asks one question.  So that 
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we can deal with as many questions as possible.  And as 

usual the mics are around.  We will start with Table 1.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

FACILITATOR TABLE 1:  How are we doing?  Dave, Table 1.  

We seem to be -- getting closer to the 2020 deadline 

which everybody is admitting that we are going to miss, 

the underlying trend from all the presentations seems 

to be that we are starting to panic as the Irish 

usually do.  We get towards the deadline and say, we 

might do something about it seen as we have to.  

Considering that this has been boiling over for a 

number of years and with yourself being the Chair of 

the Advisory Council, looking back over previous 

Governments and the fact that it is basically going to 

be legislation will steam roll us into -- because you 

know changing policies and energy, power stations, all 

that sort of stuff will have to be done top down, could 

you suggest or think of a reason why there has been no 

proper impetus from any political party or Governments 

to do what is so blatantly necessary to do?  What is 

that has stopped the Governments actually taking this 

decisive action that they keep on telling us is so 

necessary and so vital yet they are the people who have 

the ultimate decision to do it?  So could you suggest 

that over the years what is it that has led us to this 

stage that we are starting to panic that nothing has 

been done?
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PROF. FITZGERALD:  I think that the problem or one of 

the problems was we've been through a financial crisis 

and if you watch say Vincent Brown at 11 o'clock at 

night or watch Prime Time, how often did climate change 

-- and it's not, don't blame the media, it is what was 

on our minds.  It was survival and if you talked about 

climate change and doing things that were going to be 

expensive you weren't going to get much of a reception 

and I think now we've come out of that and now that the 

problems are even worse, I think that there is, the 

fact that the cabinet for the first time sat down for a 

day to think about this issue, they haven't produced 

any decisions yet, is some progress.  But I think that 

we really need to focus on 2030 now, that we have a 

chance of actually making a real different by 2030 if 

we make decisions in the next year or so.  But the 

point which you made -- there is going to have to be 

investment, like we don't change our cars that 

frequently.  So it takes a long time to turn us around 

and that's why it is urgent we start now.  If we don't 

start now we won't have moved to electric cars by 2030 

because we will have bought new fossil based cars.  

Similarly with electricity.  We are going to have to 

make decisions on new generation.  So why didn't we do 

it?  I think there were too many distractions.  The 

danger is there is too many distractions today and we 

won't do it even now.
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you very much five, nine sorry.

FACILITATOR TABLE 9:  Good morning, I am the 

Facilitator for table number 9.  One of the citizens 

has a question.  How has the over estimation in the 

strength of the recovery of the economy effected our 

ability to meet the targets?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  I don't think we, if we had, if we 

hadn't recovered from the crisis, then we would have 

met the targets.  It would have been a very expensive 

way and a better way is change our policy.  So I think 

by 2013 it was clear the economy was recovering and we 

were unlikely to meet our targets and by 2014 it was 

clear definitely we weren't going to meet our targets 

but still we have delayed taking action.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 5.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Hi, my name is Michael Table 5.  

I was just wondering would you be happy with the pace 

at which we are tackling climate change since 2015?  

And do you think this pace is sufficient for us to 

reach our 2030 targets?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  The Answer is, no I'm not happy and 

the Council is not happy.  That's our job to be unhappy 

to say, could do better.  The fact that we have not 

made decision on new policies that are going to make a 
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big impact in the last two years is disappointing.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Do you know of any vehicles that 

you could use or techniques or anything at all -- I'm 

trying to find the right words here!  Give the 

politicians a shake up.

PROF. FITZGERALD:  Well it is up to the political 

system, carbon tax, getting rid of the subsidy to peat 

and --

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Sorry I'm not explaining myself.  

I mean from the point of view of growing a leadership 

somewhere.

PROF. FITZGERALD:  Well the fact that we are on the 

Council we are technical experts we are not 

politicians, so I don't know how.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  I understand it is difficult.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 10.

FACILITATOR TABLE 10:  Hello John.  Look we cannot have 

carbon tax on diesel becoming an election issue.  We 

cannot allow this issue to separate urban and rural 

communities which it may.  We cannot in general have 

policies that have to be implemented to meet our 2020, 

2030 and 2050 targets becoming election issues which 
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they may.  What is the chance of all political parties 

coming together or is there any chance of all political 

parties coming together to endorse a plan that needs to 

be implement to meet our 2020, 2030 and 2050 targets.

PROF. FITZGERALD:  Generally over the last 25 years the 

way major changes are made in policy is first of all 

they do appear in election manifestos and I was told by 

a number of civil servants over the last few years that 

if its not an election manifesto it won't go into the 

programme for government.  It has got to be in one of 

the parties manifestos and if its not in the programme 

for government it is very unlikely to happen in the 

course of a government.  That's the way our government 

process works.  So if you look back at the manifestos 

at the last election, climate change with the exception 

of one party was not a big issue.  Another party had 

something on it.  So I think if it is not an election 

issue it is difficult to get prioritization in.  It 

doesn't mean that it can't happen but it is difficult.  

So I think we need politicians to actually make it an 

election issue that they all agree on.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, Table 11.

FACILITATOR TABLE 11:  Given the fact that we are 

laggards in climate change, won't increased revenue 

from house holds by increasing carbon tax be used to 

buy carbon credits, aren't we putting the cart before 
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the horse by asking households to pay for political 

inaction on this over the last 20/30 years as you've 

said?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  It is not a good use of the funds 

probably.  That it would be better to make the changes 

and actually there is a paper published by the 

Department of Finance which nobody paid much attention 

to in 2013 which showed that introducing a carbon tax, 

some of which might have to used to fund in the short 

run a buyout of our obligations, but that that would 

drive a change in the longer term which would be much 

better and as I said earlier, buying out our 

obligations for 2020 doesn't make sense we think 

because it leaves an ever climb in the future and we 

need to start taking action now.  So the carbon tax is 

one way, and it is only one tool to getting us to where 

we want to go.  What the optimal strategy is in 2020 to 

deal with our failure to meet our obligations we 

haven't looked at.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, Table 14.

FACILITATOR TABLE 14:  Thank you.  In relation to 

putting climate change at the centre of policy making, 

we have seen very clearly what Denmark have done and 

what Scotland have done, they have established an 

agency in one case and a government department in 

another case which is leading and directing and 
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coordinating.  We are now about to consider 14 

questions in relation to the message which the general 

assembly will put forward to government.  Would we not 

be much better off if we put three very specific areas 

to government.  One, that we want a department to be 

established for the purpose of developing, leading and 

controlling.  We want a special agency working 

underneath that department to implement the decisions 

which you spoke about which are so essential.  We 

already have a National Mitigation Plan which sets out 

a vision but it has a desired end state but how we get 

there we are not sure.  So we need specific actions and 

that agency would then coordinate government 

departments because what we've heard of, we heard of 

individual departments of agricultural doing what they 

are doing, usually from the bottom up more than the top 

down.  We have seen what transport are doing through 

the CEO of the NTA as to what they are doing but who is 

coordinating all of that and where is the joint 

planning.  So I would suggest that would we be better 

off if we just give three clear messages to government, 

on what we wanted rather than a lot of different things 

which will happen anyway, actions, as a result of 

putting a proper body in place and if we have a 

government department, we have leadership, we have 

direction and hopefully we would have accountability.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well in fairness Prof. Fitzgerald hasn't 

seen our final draft ballot paper.  But I think just 
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the points made by the speaker, the three points, what 

would your observations on those be?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  Well we have moved responsibility 

for climate change from one department to another which 

I think one of the problems with the National 

Mitigation Plan was that decision.  It takes at least a 

year for a new Government department to get up and 

running.  So I think the National Mitigation Plan would 

have been better if there hadn't been the disruption in 

the system.  However, now that its there, its focussed 

on this issue so I'm not sure a new Government 

department would make a difference.  It would certainly 

delay action for another year.  In terms of special 

agency, I think you've hit on a problem, and obviously 

you are aware of it, we are aware of it, a lack of 

coordination across government and how you bring that 

about and I gave the example of the governments 

planning framework for investment where actually the 

Minister rang Pascal and Pascal himself sorted out that 

problem.  But we had the experience of inviting in say 

the Department of Finance and then the Department of 

Public Expenditure and on one or two items one 

department said it was the other department that would 

deal with it and then the other department came in and 

said actually it's the first department that will deal 

with it.  There is a lack of coordination but one of 

the problems in terms of a special agency is, if you 

think about it, the Minister for Climate Change is 
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responsible for climate change but the Minister who is 

responsible for taxation is the Minister for Finance.  

So we need a better way of coordination and I think it 

is when departments talk to each other, they talk about 

other things but not climate change and we need to be 

sure they talk about climate change and coordinate.  So 

I don't know what the right answer is but you have hit 

on a problem of a lack of coordination to date across 

government departments.  I don't have a simply 

solution.  You may have.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  Table 6 yes.

CITIZEN TABLE 6:  I am a citizen here at table number 

six and I have a question for you.  What penalties are 

likely to be imposed for missing our 2020 deadlines in 

monetary terms?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  I don't know is the answer.  You 

could ask -- or the Department might be able to answer 

but I don't think it is clear and I think the Minister 

has talked about that even if there were penalties that 

they would probably be fed back to invest in tackling 

the problem of climate change.  I'm much more concerned 

-- I'm less concerned about the penalties than about 

getting us back on the right track and it may well be 

that we have to pay because we don't meet our 

obligations but the problem is even if the sums were, I 

don't know if they were relatively limited in the first 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

30

year, it then leaves you an even bigger problem the 

second year.  So I think the urgency of taking action 

for me is that we have to tackle climate change rather 

than because of the fear of penalties in the short run.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 2.

FACILITATOR TABLE 2:  Hi John.  I come from a county 

which we have a good reputation of being good losers, 

County Mayo!  I live on the Wild Atlantic Way which is 

beautiful and our climate can change a few times in 

each day.  Just saying that we come from an 

agricultural county and our houses are very spread out 

and I'm just wondering we are not linked up to any gas 

or any alternative so would we have any incentive to 

put up a wind mill in our house or farm or is there any 

incentives that the government might think would work 

to change -- I built a house going back a few years ago 

and the carbon footprint in that house will last 50 

years so in saying that the improvements that I would 

make to my own personal house I'm just wondering will 

change the carbon print a little bit but not 

completely.  So going forward for anyone else that 

would be thinking about doing something similar, would 

there be any incentives?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  All right.  In terms of wind mills, 

it depends first of all in where you are living in 

Mayo.  If you are living in Achill I don't think wind 
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mills would look great in Achill but there are areas in 

the middle of Mayo where there are windmills already 

where that isn't a problem.  So not everywhere is 

suitable.  In terms of -- one of the issues is 

community involvement that if your chosen technology 

was wind mill they tend to come big and it is not 

something you'd put up in your house.  It is something 

that a community might want to be involved in providing 

much wider benefits.  In terms of solar panels the way 

things are going it may be that putting up solar panels 

on your house over the next decade maybe a good use of 

resources.  There are complexities here because the sun 

shines during the day but that's okay if you work with 

candles at night but none of us want to use candles.  

So finding a way of integrating solar on individual 

houses into a system where actually you still need the 

wires for night time would be complex.  But there are 

experiments going on on this and I would have thought 

that by the end of the next decade we will see a range 

of different technologies used by locally and 

nationally to produce renewable electricity and if the 

price rises because of the carbon tax it will become 

profitable for us to put solar panels on our houses and 

that's one of the things that we will make that choice 

because it is the simplest choice.  There was a very 

interesting article in the Financial Times yesterday on 

India where two years ago it looked as if they really 

didn't want to be part of climate change and they were 

planning on building huge numbers of coal fired power 
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stations.  Which really would negate all the benefits.  

It turns out they are not going ahead with a lot of 

these plans of coal fired power stations because the 

cost of solar has come down to such an extent that they 

are installing huge quantities of solar electricity.  

So I am really hopeful that the changes in technology 

will allow us to continue to have a reasonable live 

style and to stop polluting the planet but going back 

to Mayo, it depends on where you live, what the 

technology would be that is suitable in the area.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  We had a lot of discussion yesterday 

particularly in the context of the transport policy 

about the different implications for the rural area and 

the urban area.  Is the Advisory Council considering 

that?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  Yes.  We haven't come up with an 

answer on this.  However, if you think about if we all 

have electric cars and electricity is decarbonized.  

Say that most of the cars being bought in May by 2030 

are electric cars and if the electricity is produced in 

a sustainable manner then if you drive around Mayo you 

are not doing anything to harm the climate people in 

rural areas have to drive much further, it raises the 

issue and the Department of Finance are doing research 

on this, at the moment the Government gets three 

billion in revenue from diesel and petrol taxes.  If 

you are using electricity there will be no tax on the 
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electricity because -- so it may well be and the Dutch 

are looking at this, our counterparts, moving to a 

world where you pay for actually using the car if you 

are causing congestion.  In which case there is not 

much congestion on the roads in Mayo.  In the end it 

could be that by 2030 people in Mayo would be paying 

less to use their car then they are today providing it 

is an electric car and providing that the electricity 

is produced in a renewable fashion.  

So these are the kinds of stories we need the 

Government to lay out for us and say, what do we need 

to do to get to this position and I think in terms of 

rural areas the issue of transport it's hard to see a 

public transport solution dealing with rural Mayo or 

rural Kerry, that cars are part of their lives.  Can we 

have a normal live style and not damage the 

environment.  That's what we want to do and it now 

looks as if we might be able to do that but it is going 

to take a lot of investment and a lot of work to get 

there.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 3.

CITIZEN TABLE 3:  Good morning.  I'm a citizen from 

table 3.  From listening to your presentation and from 

some of the official presentation we've got, there 

seems to be a sense of amazement with official Ireland 

that people aren't buying into climate change and all 
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that goes with it, but yet all of you seem to suggest 

for a remedy to the problem, is carbon tax and more tax 

and everything and that's turning people off.  

Yesterday we were listening to Professor Andrew Kerr 

from Scotland and their message over there to the 

people in Scotland is all the benefits people are 

getting and it will make this easier for you, it will 

make that easier for you, it will save it.  Why is our 

only official answer to all this tax and more tax and 

nothing else?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  There are benefits from tackling 

climate change today for example emissions from diesel 

in cities have major negative effects on health.  So 

that if we move to electrifying cars in urban areas, 

health will be significantly better.  So if we insulate 

our homes so that we are using much less or low fossil 

fuels to keep ourselves warm.  First of all we may be 

warmer and old people their health maybe better.  There 

are all these side benefits but I think that our 

responsibility is to be honest and say, yes there will 

be benefits along the way but the costs are likely to 

exceed the benefits and the reason why we should spend 

that money is for future generations.  So I have heard 

interesting debates among environmentalist saying, 'oh 

we should emphasize all the benefits and hide the 

costs'.  Our responsibility as a Council is to be 

honest with the people of Ireland and say, 'yes there 

are going to be benefits but on balance the costs in 
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the next 20 years are probably going to be higher than 

the benefits'.  But lets not lose sight of the benefits 

because insulating your homes as I said, not only I 

mentioned that my gas bills are 30% lower but I'm also 

warmer and more comfortable.  So yes there are benefits 

to doing the right thing.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 11.

FACILITATOR TABLE 11:  Judge, I'm the Facilitator for 

Table 11 and one of the citizens has the following 

question.  What specific steps could Ireland have taken 

in the past 10 to 20 years that would have prevented us 

being so far behind the targets today.

PROF. FITZGERALD:  Right well you've heard enough on 

carbon tax.  In terms of insulating homes, going back 

to the last decade I was on the Northern Ireland 

Authority for Energy Regulation and the social housing 

stock in Northern Ireland is managed for historical 

reasons by the Housing Executive and they had a plan 

then to insulate the social housing stock as landlords.  

One of the problems here is that each local authority 

manages its own and not that much has been done, that 

money has been spent on say offering me a grant to put 

in the boiler which was going to cause me chaos but 

maybe we should have targeted our resources at people 

who couldn't afford to pay and made a difference there.  

So there are a range of things which we should have 
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done in the past.  Also in terms of investment, 

investing -- the last decade saw uncontrolled 

development with dwellings being spread all over the 

countryside in ways that people are going to have to 

commute long distances to work.  If the planning system 

had delivered a much more concentrated development in 

the last decade where people lived closer to where they 

worked emissions today would be very much lower.  So 

there are a range of different measures that we could 

have taken and did not take and there is research done 

which shows that if in the coming decade we develop new 

houses and where we live the way we did in the last 

decade not only will we damage the environment but this 

country will grind to a halt.  That the commuting on 

the motorways into Dublin, into Cork, into Galway 

already there is huge congestion problems now in Galway 

that this is not a sustainable model.  So that it is 

not just for climate change it is to give us a 

sustainable live style we need to look at different 

ways of spatial planning and that's one of the things 

the new spatial strategy is out for consultation and 

its something which we and our response to it say, you 

need to look at a different model of development which 

is sustainable.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Any other questions?  Yes, Table 1.

CITIZEN TABLE 1:  Sorry from a carbon neutral point 

what would be the effect of banning single use plastics 
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and replace them with glass.

PROF. FITZGERALD:  I'm not sure.  The issue and they 

are wider environmental issues than just climate change 

in terms of our use of plastic.  Some plastic actually 

can make a substantial benefit for -- can I give an 

example.  The Soviet Union collapsed in 1990 and three 

quarters of the food produced in the Soviet Union never 

got to the table and in producing that food there was 

huge damage done to the environment in the Soviet Union 

and one of the reasons was they didn't package their 

food properly and within four years or five years of 

the collapse of the Soviet Union they actually started 

packaging the food so that most of the food got to the 

consumer so that environmental impact in the Soviet 

Union was substantially reduced.  That is a good use of 

plastic where it saves major waste.  However, there are 

all these studies which show the accumulation of 

plastic in the sea and so on and its doing huge damage, 

this is taking me beyond my comfort zone and its beyond 

the remit of the climate change Council once you move 

away from climate change but it is a very real issue in 

terms of how we use the world's resources and the 

damage that we may do.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  I will take one more question from Table 

12.

CITIZEN TABLE 12:  Hello, citizen on Table 12, just to 
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follow on from the comments that were made on Table 3 

in regards to increasing taxation.  We seem to be 

emphasising that or get people to switch for the use of 

carbons or for petrol to make it more expensive.  Why 

not make renewables cheaper?  For example, if I want to 

buy an electric car about 30% of the costs or maybe 

even more goes to the government in tax.  Why not 

remove VRT and VAT from electric cars and similarly for 

example solar panels, why not remove VAT from solar 

panels and house insulation so that there is a balance.  

If we want to pay extra tax surely there should be 

benefits on the other side.

PROF. FITZGERALD:  All right.  Yes, there are 

incentives to buy electric cars.  The tax burden is 

substantially less and we saw where the tax, the tax 

changes made on that, I think 2009 made the people of 

Ireland suddenly adopt diesel cars because that looked 

like being a better solution.  So yes tax reliefs can 

make a difference.  The problem is, the government 

needs tax revenue and in 1920 my Grand Aunt she was one 

of seven girls, they were badly off and they were all 

left a small legacy and she spent her legacy going to 

Cambridge to study economics and she kept wonderful 

notes and in October 1922 she had a lecture from one of 

the best, most famous economists ever, a guy called 

Pigou and in it the notes say very clearly the polluter 

pays principle.  That if you want to discourage 

pollution then the polluter should pay.  So it is part 
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of the answer, it was part of the answer a century ago 

when my Grand Aunt studied economics although Cambridge 

at the time didn't give degrees to woman.  She only got 

a certificate they didn't start giving degrees until 

1947 but that's a separate issue.  So that is part of 

the answer but also spending in sensible ways to -- so 

its not just about taxation but if you remove the taxes 

from everything then the government aren't going to 

have any money to invest in new technologies, to invest 

in insulating homes and so on.  So we need balance in 

this regard.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Just to complete, can I just ask one 

question.  Your recommendation that the government 

support reform of the EU ETS, what is the attitude of 

the other 26 remaining members do you know?

PROF. FITZGERALD:  The Polish government would be 

totally opposed because they use an awful lot of coal.  

The new Dutch government formed 10 days ago in their 

programme for government to say, they, even if the EU 

doesn't introduce a tax they are going to do so.  The 

United Kingdom were the first and they took this very 

seriously in 2011 where they introduced a tax to deal 

with the failure of the EU ETS.  So there are a range 

of countries out there who are looking at options.  The 

Portuguese government have just announced that they are 

going to do something on this even if the EU doesn't.  

So there are countries in the EU who are taking far 
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much more dramatic action and then there are countries 

who are against.  So the balance will play out and I 

can't give you an answer on that.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  One can't foretell.  It's a toss 

of a coin.  Thank you very much.  I would ask you all 

to show your appreciation.

[APPLAUSE]

PREPARATION AND AGREEMENT ON THE BALLOT PAPER

JUDGE LAFFOY:  More work and this time more very hard 

work I'm afraid.  I'm going to now explain the draft 

ballot paper and the members are being furnished with a 

hard copy of the final draft.  Has everybody got that 

at this stage?  Very good and the draft will be on the 

screen as I go along.  Now, just by way of introduction 

I will say the following.  Over the course of the last 

two weekends the Members of the Assembly have 

considered a range of issues in relation to our third 

topic, How the State can make Ireland a Leader in 

Tackling Climate Change.  Specially the sessions have 

focused on climate change in the context of energy, 

transport and agriculture and it will be predominantly 

in these areas that the Assembly's recommendations will 

be based.

Earlier this week the Members were provided with a 
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draft ballot paper.  Both that draft and the revised 

draft which I will now present incorporate extensive 

feedback from the Members already.  I think it is 

important that I describe the genius of the document, 

the original draft ballot paper and how that was 

formulated and the revised draft that I will present 

today and the views of the Members played a significant 

role in the formation of the draft.

Now at the conclusion of the first weekend on climate 

change, the Members were asked, 'what would you like to 

see included in the ballot paper and what would you 

like to be able to vote on'.  The feedback was 

incorporated in a very early version of the ballot 

paper which was prepared by the Secretariat with the 

assistance of the Expert Advisory Group.  This was 

presented to the Steering Group which is made up of 12 

members of the Assembly on 19th October.  We had a 

meeting here in Dublin on the 19th October.  The 

Steering Group provided further feedback at that 

session and further extension work was undertaken by 

the Secretariat with the assistance of the Expert 

Advisory Group to incorporate that feedback.

The Steering Group met again on the 26th October again 

here in Dublin to consider the ballot paper and 

additional comments were received at that meeting.  

Once again these were considered by the Expert Advisory 

Group.  A draft ballot paper was then circulated to all 
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members on 31st October and comments were invited by 

all means, what I mean by that is, in writing or 

verbally in advance of the weekend.  The Secretariat 

has been engaging with the Members on an ongoing basis 

in advance of today.

I haven't done the sums on the number of hours that 

were spent by the Secretariat with the Expert Advisory 

Group and the Steering Group on the draft ballot paper 

but as happened on every occasion we spent hours and 

hours and hours.

Now, for the benefit of the Members the changes which 

have been made to that initial draft ballot paper are 

marked in red on the text.  I'm sure you've noticed 

that already and the objective is to make it easier for 

you to see how your suggestions have been incorporated.  

All versions of this document will be made available on 

the web site later today to allow the public to view 

the development of the ballot paper and as usual, one 

of our key principles is transparency.

In addition to these voted recommendations, later today 

Members of the Assembly will be invited to write down 

any other issues which they feel should be included as 

ancillary recommendations of the Assembly.  Now these 

ancillary recommendations won't actually be voted on 

but the exercises will be considered by the 

Secretariat, they will be examined in detail before the 
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report is drawn up and essentially any emerging 

consensus on themes or issues will be included as 

ancillary recommendations in the final report.  So in 

the case of the 8th Amendment when we analyzed the 

reflective exercise and what was suggested as ancillary 

recommendations we chose the five which appeared most 

frequently and they were included in the report.  So I 

don't know, it may not be five, I don't know what will 

happen on this occasion but that's the way we will go 

about it.

Now, just to make it clear the reflective exercise and 

the outlining of the ancillary recommendations will be 

done on paper in writing after the voting has been 

concluded and I think you've already been furnished 

with the document.  I think we discussed it on Friday 

night.  It's a carbon, so it is duplicated and you keep 

one copy of it.

Now before we go into private session to discuss the 

draft ballot paper, I want to provide a brief 

explanation of each of the questions and I want to 

explain what the question is trying to get at, what 

each of the options presented to the Members mean and 

in some cases why certain terminology has been used.  A 

copy of each question will go up on the screen while 

I'm explaining each question and that's for the benefit 

of those viewing online.
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Now following the round table discussions which will 

take place when I complete the explanation, the 

relevant Members of the Expert Advisory Group, Margaret 

Desmond, Aine Ryall, Peter Thorne and Diarmuid Torney 

will together with myself and the Secretariat we will 

be available to answer questions.  So we will have a 

questions and answer session at that stage.  

Time has been included on the Agenda to allow any 

amendment agreed by the Members to be included in the 

ballot paper and then the results of the final ballot 

will form the basis of the recommendations to be made 

to the Houses of the Oireachtas.  

Now the draft ballot paper structure, I just want to 

outline the structure, it is broken into four sections.  

First of all section A and that's putting climate 

change considerations at the centre of policy.  Section 

B deals with energy policy.  Section C with Transport 

Policy and Section D deals with agriculture and land 

use policy and under each section one or more draft 

questions are provided and I am going to explain each 

of those questions in turn.

Now the questions, and this is important, it is 

important that I emphasize this, the questions have all 

been framed in the context of our terms of reference 

which are to make recommendations on how the State can 

make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change.  So 
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that has being the focus of the preparation of the 

draft ballot paper to ensure that what we propose is 

within the remit of the function given to us by the 

Oireachtas.

Now unlike some of the ballot papers at previous 

weekends, these questions are very much framed as 

statements on what the State should do to achieve a 

leadership role for Ireland based on deliberations of 

the Members over the course of the last two weekends.

I'm going to start with question one.  This question 

looks at putting climate change considerations in the 

centre of policy making and as you see it asks and I 

quote:  

"To ensure climate change is at the centre of policy 

making in Ireland a new or existing independent body 

should be resourced appropriately, operate in an open 

and transparent manner and be given a broad range of 

new functions and powers in legislation to urgently 

address climate change.  Such functions and powers 

should include but not be limited to those outlined 

below and there are three outlined.  Three powers 

outlined.  One to examine any legislative proposals it 

considers relevant to its functions and to report 

publicly its views on any implications in relation to 

climate change and the relevant Minister must respond 

publicly to the views expressed in a report prior to 
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the progress of the particular legislative proposals?

And the second:

"To propose ambitious five year national and sectoral 

targets for emissions reductions to be implemented by 

the State with a regular review and reporting cycles"

And then thirdly:

"To purpose the State in legal proceedings to ensure 

that the State lives up to its legal obligations 

relating to climate change"

So that's the question and just on the structure which 

isn't in the paper before you or what I read out.  You 

are voting yes or no and the three possible functions 

or powers are just listed separately.  You are not 

voting on those.  You are only voting on the main 

question.  

Now this question looks at the establishment of a new 

body or the augmentation of the functions and powers of 

an existing body to hold the State in account in 

tackling climate change.  It is not a choice between 

either establishing a new body or expanding the role of 

an existing body.  The essence of the question is 

whether an independent body should be statutorily 

empowered to ensure climate change is at the centre 
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Government policy making.

The three possible functions which I have read out, 

which have been proposed broadly encompass advisory, 

ambition setting and compliance and enforcement roles.  

So advisory, ambition setting and compliance and 

enforcement roles.  In the feedback at the end of the 

first weekend and in the engagement with the Members 

since then, it has been clear that the Members want to 

be able to provide a mechanism for achieving leadership 

on the issue of climate change.  This question seeks to 

articulate in broad terms the specific gaps which have 

been identified by the Members of the Assembly in 

current leadership and proposes potential solutions to 

remedy these gaps.  In preparing this draft question I 

was keen to avoid getting too bogged down on the 

specifics of the functions and the powers the 

independent body could possess.  We were instead aiming 

to provide a clear direction on what such a body could 

authoritatively do.  This question was informed by the 

material presented to the Assembly from a number of the 

speakers we heard from over the course of the weekend.  

In terms of reporting on this question, you can observe 

from what is on the screen, you are asked to mark x in 

one box either yes or no.  A majority, and therefore 

the recommendation of the assembly will be determined 

by reference to the total votes cast in favour of yes 

and no with the answer with the highest number of votes 

deemed to be the majority. 
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Now, question two.  In the spirit of the terminology of 

this topic as outlined in the resolution, how the State 

can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change, 

question two looks to confer a leadership role on the 

State in terms of addressing climate change through 

both mitigation and adaptation measures and the wording 

of the question is and again I quote it:

"The State should take a leadership role in addressing 

climate change through mitigation options including for 

example retrofitting public buildings, electrification 

of public vehicles, renewable generation on public 

buildings and through adaptation measures including for 

example increasing the resilience of public land and 

infrastructure"

That's the question.  You will see it -- or just the 

State to both guard against and actively take measures 

to prevent the impacts of climate change.  The question 

has been very much informed by the strong feedback from 

the Members at the last weekend particularly in the 

feedback session when the Members discussed the 

national dialogue on climate change.

Again it is a referendum style question.  Looking for a 

yes or no response the majority and recommendation of 

the Assembly will be the option that receives the 

highest number of votes.
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Question three.  This question looks to establish a 

willingness or not on behalf of the Members for greater 

financial contributions from the public to fund the 

transition to a local carbon future by penalizing 

carbon intensive activities and the question asks the 

Members to choose between two options.  The first 

option as you will see there is, 'I would be willing to 

pay higher taxes on carbon intensive activities' and 

the second option is, 'I would not be willing to pay 

higher taxes on carbon intensive activities'.  The 

proposition in either case for or against is framed 

with reference to three qualifications.  These 

qualifications are included as they emerged from the 

discussions at the feedback from the Members as 

particular issues they wish to see included on a 

question on taxation and they were resonated in the Q&A 

a short time ago.

The first qualification is as follows:

"Any increase in revenue would be only spent on 

measures that directly aid the transition to a low 

carbon and climate resilient Ireland including for 

example making solar panels more cheaply and easily 

available.  Retrofitting homes and businesses, flood 

defences and developing infrastructure for electric 

vehicles.  In other words that money raised through 

these taxes would be separated from other resources of 
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income for the exchequer and directly invested in the 

transition to a low carbon and climate resilient 

Ireland".

Now the second qualification is that an increase in the 

taxation does not have to be paid by the poorest 

households and we've taken as an example the 400,000 

households who currently are in receipt of fuel 

allowance and in including this qualification the 

Assembly would be recommending that the Government 

should take account of distributional impacts when 

imposing tax.  In other words it should seek to ensure 

that those already in poverty or at the risk of poverty 

are not disproportionately burdened.  There may be 

other ways of doing that but this is what we have 

suggested in the question.

And then the third qualification is as follows:

"It is envisaged that these taxes would build year on 

year."  In other words the taxes would incrementally 

increase in much the same was as the cost of cigarettes 

does annually in the budget.  The aim is to provide a 

signal to dis-incentivize carbon intensive activities.  

Again the Members are asked to indicate their 

preference by answering yes or no.  The majority and 

recommendation of the Assembly will be the answer that 

receives the highest number of votes.  Again that is 

the same as in the previous questions.
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And then we will look at question four.  It looks to 

put an onus on the State to undertake an assessment of 

the vulnerability of critical infrastructure with a 

view to building resilience to climate change and 

extreme weather events and their consequences.  Like 

the damage that we witnessed the last few weeks from 

Storm Ophelia and the wording of the question and again 

I'll quote it:

"The State should undertake a comprehensive assessment 

of the vulnerability of all critical infrastructure 

including energy, transport, built environment, water 

and communications with a view to building resilience 

to ongoing climate change and extreme weather events.  

The outcome of this assessment should be implemented 

recognising the significant costs that the State would 

bear in the event of a failure of critical 

infrastructure.  Spending on infrastructure should be 

prioritised to take account of this."

Now question four is also a referendum style question 

with the option of yes or no.  And again the majority 

and the recommendation of the Assembly will be the 

option that receives the highest number of votes.

Now I will go on to question five now.  This is the 

first question relating to energy policy which we 

covered at the last weekend meeting and the question is 
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currently worded as follows:

"The State should enable through legislation the 

selling back into the grid of electricity from micro 

generation by private citizens.  For example energy 

from solar panels or wind turbines on people's homes or 

land at a price which is at leasts equivalent to the 

wholesale question"

That's the question, the text of the question.  Now in 

considering this question the Members will recall the 

presentations we received at the last weekend and in 

particular the information provided by Marie Donnelly 

and Brian Motherway.  With respect to the reference to 

the resale price being at least equivalent to the 

wholesale price this is designed to reflect the 

intention that at a minimum a private citizen who is 

selling should get the price that energy is being sold 

to the suppliers.  I hope that is clear.  I will just 

cover it again.  The idea is that the citizen who is 

selling back into the grid would get same price that 

energy is being sold to suppliers.  

Now voting on this question again it is a simply yes or 

no and the recommendation is the same as the other 

questions.  

Going on to question six, it currently reads as 

follows:
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"The State should act to ensure the greatest possible 

levels of community ownership in all future renewable 

energy projects by encouraging communities to develop 

their own projects and requiring that developer led 

projects make share offers to communities to encourage 

greater local involvement and ownership".

And that question I suppose was prompted by the 

presentations received at the last weekend and in 

particular the information provided by Marie Donnelly, 

Brian Motherway and Paul Kenny and it is an issue that 

also featured prominently in the feedback from Members.  

Just to go back you will notice that there are two 

elements in it.  The first is to ensure community 

ownership insofar as possible and then to encourage or 

rather to in relation to developer led projects that 

there should be share offers to communities involved.

Again it is a yes or no answer.  Now I just want to 

make some observations arising from the discussion the 

last weekend, before I move from this question, we have 

received some suggestions from Members that the draft 

ballot paper should seek to express a recommendation 

that all future renewable energy projects should be 

publicly State owned.  We understand that this point is 

being raised in light of concerns about Ireland's 

energy security into the future and a desire to retain 

ownership of our renewable energy assets.  Now I just 
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observed that this suggestion may bring us into complex 

areas of European Union law including issues such as 

the state aid rules.  I do however want to mention this 

at this stage so as not to lose sight of our 

discussions but I also want to make it clear that I do 

not consider it appropriate that the Assembly should 

vote on matters where it has not received factual 

expert briefing and in this particular case and which 

it has received advice as to the legal implications of 

such a proposal.  So we haven't covered either the 

factual ramifications of such a proposal or the more 

importantly the legal implications.

Now I will move on to question seven and this concerns 

peat extraction and bogs.  This again featured 

prominently in the feedback from the Members in the 

reflective exercise completed at the end of the last 

weekend.  It was also covered in the briefing from 

Laura Burke from the EPA and to a lesser extent some of 

the speakers yesterday and the question is framed as 

follows:

"The State should immediately end all subsidies for 

peat extraction and instead spend that money on peat 

bog restoration and retraining workers impacted and 

providing new employment opportunities for them".

And again it is a yes or no answer and I think it is 

fairly clear.  It doesn't need any further explanation.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

55

Question eight and this is the first question in the 

Section on Transport policy and the question relates to 

sustainable travel and just to quote it:

"The number of bus lanes, cycling lanes and park and 

ride facilities should be greatly increased in the next 

five years and much greater priority should be given to 

these modes over private car use".

The question is to a certain extent focussed on 

solutions in an urban context.  This is in recognition 

of the fact that a significant proportion of our 

transport emissions come from the urban areas and 

therefore some solutions must focus on population 

centres, on these population centres.  The remaining 

questions in this section make specific suggestions in 

respect of rural transport needs and again it is a yes 

and no answer and I think the question itself is fairly 

clear.

Moving on to question nine and this concerns transition 

to electric vehicles and we heard both Anne Graham and 

Brian Caulfield yesterday about the perceived pit falls 

of electric car ownership including a range anxiety.  

This question outlines a number of actions the State 

could take to encourage greater numbers to purchase 

electric vehicles and instilling the confidence in 

members of the public to do so.  It also explicitly 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

56

responds to the feedback from the floor about the role 

cars play in transport in rural Ireland and just to 

read the question it states:

"The State should immediately take the following steps 

to support transition to electric vehicles.  Develop an 

expanded national network of charging points.  

Introduce a range of additional incentives particularly 

aimed at rural communities to encourage motorists 

towards electrical vehicle ownership in the short term.  

Such measures should include but not be limited to 

targeted help to buy schemes, reductions in motor tax 

for electric vehicles and lower free way tolls and 

measures should then be introduced to progressively 

dis-incentivize the purchase of new carbon intensive 

vehicles such as a year on year increases in taxes on 

petrol and diesel, motor tax and purchase taxes for 

petrol and diesel vehicles."

And again I think it is fairly clear, the meaning is 

fairly clear and again it is a yes or no answer.  

Question ten.  This focusses on the public transport 

network.  It suggests that the State should prioritize 

the expansion of public transport particularly in rural 

areas over the further development of road 

infrastructure which continues to contribute to our car 

based transport system.  And as currently framed it 

states:  
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'The State should prioritise the expansion of public 

transport options over new road infrastructure spending 

at a rate of two to one to facilitate the broader 

availability and update of public transport options 

with particular attention to rural areas".

And in considering this question Members will recall 

the presentations received yesterday in relation to 

transport and in particular the material presented by 

Anne Graham about the levels of investment in public 

and private transport currently and again it is a 

simple yes or no answer.

Moving to question 11 which is the first question in 

section D and relates to agriculture and land use 

policy and as framed it states as follows:

"There should be a tax on green house gas emissions 

from agriculture.  There should be rewards for the 

farmer for land management that sequesters carbon.  Any 

resulting revenue should be reinvested to support 

climate friendly agricultural practices."

And this question has been included following on from 

the presentation which the Assembly had yesterday from 

Alan Mathews where he advocated putting incentives in 

place so that the agriculture sector makes its 

appropriate contribution and that the agriculture 
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sector would not be exempted from the disciplines that 

apply to all other sectors and again it is a simple yes 

or no answer.

Now question 12 focusses on food waste and its included 

arising from the presentation made yesterday by Iseult 

Ward from Food Cloud and it reads as follows:

"With the objective of introducing appropriate measures 

to reduce food waste in the future the State should 

introduce a standard form of mandatory measurement and 

reporting of food waste at every level of the food 

distribution and supply chain".

And that is the question as now formulated and 

yesterday we heard from Iseult about how such a measure 

would place Ireland in a leadership position in 

relation to tackling food waste and again it is a yes 

or no food.

And finally question 13 and it relates to land 

diversifications and it was a point that was addressed 

in the presentations yesterday and it currently reads:

"The State should review and revise supports for land 

use diversification with particular attention to 

supports for planting forests and encouraging organic 

farming".
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And I think that was resonated again in the discussions 

this morning and the Q&A.  So that is my explanation of 

the draft ballot paper and you will now move into round 

table discussions and we will resume at a quarter to 

twelve for feedback and questions and the members of 

our expert advisory group will join us up here and 

assist in answering the questions.  So we will resume 

as I say at 11:45.  

FEEDBACK AND Q&A FROM MEMBERS FOLLOWED BY FINALISATION 

AND AGREEMENT ON WORDING OF BALLOT:

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well we will start the questions and 

answer session and before we do so I just want to 

introduce the new actors and actresses, Margaret 

Desmond, Aine Ryall, Peter Thorn and Diarmuid Thorney.  

They are our Members of the Expert Advisor Group and 

they will hopefully be assisting with the questions you 

want to ask.

First of all I'm going to go around each table as you 

know and I'm going to ask the Facilitator to indicate 

the questions on which there is broad consensus and 

then the idea being we forget them if there is 

consensus.  We will start at table one.

FACILITATOR TABLE 1:  I'm the Facilitator for Table 1 

and there is broad consensus at this table on questions 

except question 7, 9 and 11.
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you very much, Table 2.

FACILITATOR TABLE 2:  On table two there is consensus 

on questions 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12 and 13.  There are 

some matters arising out of questions 1, 3, 5, 10 and 

11.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you very much.  Table 3.

FACILITATOR TABLE 3:  There is consensus on questions 1 

to 10 and 13.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  So only 11 and 12.  Yes.  Table 4.

FACILITATOR TABLE 2: The citizens at Table 4 have broad 

consensus to questions 1 to 13.  Their issues are 1 and 

2.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Okay table 5.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Table 5, there is broad agreement 

on questions 2, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13.  There are 

some issues on the other questions.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good.  Table 6.

FACILITATOR TABLE 6:  Table 6 consents on questions 7, 

8, 11, 12 and 13.  We have queries on the others.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good, Table 7.

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  Thank you on Table 7 we have 

broad consensus on question 3 to 12 inclusive so 1, 2, 

and 13 we have issues with.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good thank you.  Table 8.

FACILITATOR TABLE 8:  Judge Table 8 has consensus on 

all questions on except 7, 9 and 11.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good.

FACILITATOR TABLE:  Yes Judge, in respect to the 

citizens at Table 9, the citizens have broad consensus 
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on number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 12.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good.  Table 10

FACILITATOR TABLE 10:  The citizens at Table 10 have 

consensus on all questions with the exception of 

questions 7, 8 and 13.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you.  Table 11.

FACILITATOR TABLE 11:  Judge the citizens at this table 

have consensus on most of the questions with the 

exception of 1, 2, 8 and 9.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good.  Table 12.

FACILITATOR TABLE 12:  Judge the citizens at Table 12 

have consensus on all questions except 7, 9 and 13.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you very much.  Table 13.

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  Judge the citizens at Table 13 

have consensus on 10 and 12.  Just the two of them.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  There is consensus on those two?

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  On just them two.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  So queries on all the remaining.

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  There is a query on all the 

other remaining questions.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Dare I say it, it is not designated 

Table 13 for nothing!!  Table 14.

FACILITATOR TABLE 14:  Judge the citizens at this table 

have consensus on all questions with the exception of 

three questions numbers 3, 7 and 13.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Very good thank you very much.  Sharon 

will work out the questions on which there isn't a 

consensus and then we will look at those questions.  We 

will regard the others as not requiring any further 
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consideration.  

We have had a look at the outcome of that exercise and 

having regard to the questions in relation to which six 

or more tables have expressed a view that they wanted 

to have a discussion, the questions are, question 1, 

question 2, question 7, question 9, question 11 and 

question 13.  So in respect of each of those questions 

six or more tables have expressed a view that they want 

to discuss the matter.  So I mean we will be here as 

the saying goes until Tim's Eve if we go beyond that.  

We have six questions there so I will start with 

question one and I will hear some observations, not 

necessarily from everybody.  So I would ask the Members 

and the Facilitators to be realistic about this, we 

have a timeframe to comply with so keep the questions 

short and we will deal with them.

So question 1 we will start with Table 5.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Thank you Judge.  The citizens at 

this table had an issue in relation to question 1 and 

of those six questions that are under discussion this 

also relates this same theme relates to question 7 and 

question 9 and its about the sub questions or the 

creation in the case of question 7, the creation of the 

sub section so that a citizen can vote yes or no for 

each of the constituent parts.  For example in question 

1.  In question 1 what the citizens at this table 
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wanted to do was to have the option of voting yes or no 

for each of the sub sections there 1, 2 and 3.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  But you will notice, they are only 

examples of the sorts of powers or functions that could 

be conferred on a new body or an existing body.  It 

says, 'such powers should include but not limited to'.  

So I thought I made it clear in the explanation that we 

didn't want to get down to the nitty gritty of the 

powers and functions.  The focus is on the overall 

thrust of the question.  I mean it will upset the apple 

cart, or even the apple tart if we go that route.  Do 

you see what I'm saying.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Yes Judge thank you.  That 

similar theme arises in relation to question 7 and 9.  

Now in question 9 there are already sub sections and 

there as a suggestion from Table 5 that the points in 

question 7 would be broken out offering three bullet 

points on which a citizen could vote yes or no as well.  

I will read that out in the interest of clarity.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  On question 7 you want to break it 

down to peat extraction --

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Yes question 7 would then read, 

"the State should immediately end all subsidies for 

peat extraction and instead (a) spend that money on 

peat bog restoration (b) retraining those workers 
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impacted and (c) providing new employment opportunities 

for them.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  You want those presented as options is 

that it?

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Yes the request from this table 

was that they would be presented separately as options.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Separately as options.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Within question 7 it would be a, 

b and c.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, yes, yes.  We will move -- there 

doesn't seem to be -- nobody seems to be in favour of 

that.  Am I right in that conclusion?  Yes all right.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  On that same theme in relation to 

question 9.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  You wanted to vote on each of the bullet 

points, is that it?  Yes.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  In relation to question 1, there 

is a proposed change in the language for point 3.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  What was the change proposed?
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FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  The new body should be able to 

penalize and hold accountable departments directly for 

failing to meet the annual climate change targets for 

that department and should only have targets that are 

endorsed by the new body.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  I don't see the sense of that to 

be honest.  I will just hear what the Members of the 

expert advisory group think.  Aine would you like to 

say something?

MS. RYALL:  I appreciate fully where you are coming 

from Table 5 and I suppose the first thing I would say 

is if you are talking about language like penalizing 

and holding to account, that would normally be the role 

of the courts and the proposal here because we are very 

conscious that the citizens the Members were very keen 

to ensure some oversight and compliance mechanism and 

that's really the thinking behind point 3.  But the way 

we've put it to you is that it's the new or the 

existing independent body that would be tasked with 

taking action to enforce and then that would be before 

the courts who then have the power to penalize and 

potentially take whatever action would be necessary.

PROF. THORNE:  There is an issue with annual targets in 

the use of carbon is highly dependent on the weather.  

So if you have a particularly mild winter your demand 

for heating will go down and the department might meet 
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its targets and that's the sense of having five year 

targets kind of irons out some of the variability that 

naturally occurs in our use of carbon because it is 

limited to the environmental conditions.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Judge I think the citizen, one of 

the citizens would like to follow up that point.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  All right. 

CITIZEN TABLE 5:  Just very quickly, the general 

reasoning behind it was that if you start approaching 

it from a legal perspective departments etc whatever 

the organisation might be, will simply tie up the new 

body with legal challenges and we've got a limited 

deadline.  We are talking less than ten years to get 

our act together presumably and what do you want to 

spend five or six years with a spaghetti junction of 

legal challenges.  If they had actual teeth and the 

gravity of the situation was with them and they could 

do something about it and they could do it sharply and 

quickly and succinctly it would make a lot more sense 

than getting involved in paying lawyers fees.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  But the reality is they couldn't.  There 

is no mechanism by which they could whack, if I could 

use that expression, the department except by going to 

court.  It's the only way it could possibly be done and 

that's why we phrased it in that way.  What Dr. Ryall 
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said is absolutely correct the only way you can enforce 

regulation is by going to court.  You can't do it 

otherwise.

CITIZEN TABLE 5:  If you were going to set up a new 

body would you not have to pass some legislation in 

order to do it?

JUDGE LAFFOY:  You couldn't do that --

CITIZEN TABLE 5:  No but you are talking about setting 

it up.  If you were going to set it up then legally you 

could put in the provisions so that they have these 

powers.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  It couldn't be done.  A penalty could 

not be enforced -- a penalty could not be imposed I 

should say first of all or enforced by anybody in this 

jurisdiction other than the appropriate court.  The 

court that has been given that jurisdiction.  So there 

is absolutely no way, it couldn't happen.

CITIZEN TABLE 5:  But doesn't the EPA have the ability 

to fine people at the moment.

MS. RYALL:  Just to take that point because I 

appreciate of course where you are coming from and 

nobody wants delay or unnecessary expensive court 

proceedings but to take your example of the EPA, the 
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EPA has power to prosecute but the courts then impose 

if an offence is found to have been committed.  It's 

the courts then that impose the penalty.  And I suppose 

to just point out one further issue a point of 

clarification, what's proposed currently in question 1 

is the establishment of a new or existing body.  So it 

might be the case that an existing body's powers might 

simply be augmented but I take your point that 

obviously legislation will be needed to give the new 

powers to an existing body or to create the proposed 

new body.  So there is no fast, unfortunately, there is 

no fast 'here you are now solution'.

CITIZEN TABLE 5:  Thank you very much.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thanks very much.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Sorry Judge, there was on further 

point.  There was a request for the addition of another 

question under Section A, that the State should revise 

their effort sharing regulation targets for emission 

reductions for 2030 upwards and yes or no as a 

referendum question.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Is any other table interested in adding 

such a question.  No.  All right.

FACILITATOR TABLE 5:  Thank you Judge.
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CITIZEN NO. 2 TABLE 5:  Sorry, I'll be quick.  The 

reasoning behind that question was much like Andy Kerr 

was saying in Scotland in 2008 when they were 

introducing legislation, they increased their targets 

for emission reductions.  What Brian Lanigan said has 

been done in Ireland, they have reduced their targets 

for emission reductions for 2030, that doesn't show 

that it is a priority and it is certainly not cohesive 

to leadership, that's why I thought it would be a valid 

question on the ballot paper.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you very much for that 

explanation.  Does that change any of the views of any 

of the tables.  All right.  Very good well we will 

leave that.  Then the next table.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  Thank you Judge, just for 

question 11, some of the citizens at this table were 

looking to split it into two questions so the first 

part or the first question within it would be, it would 

end at emissions from agriculture and then the second 

question would start, there should be rewards.  So just 

to split it into two questions.

MS. FINEGAN:  It might be helpful if you just gave the 

rationale for that.

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  So just one of the citizens only 

gave it as an example so that there is no incentives to 
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encourage say the fitting of solar panels or that there 

was no incentives for farmers to sell back the 

electricity to the grid.  As I said that was just given 

as an example. 

JUDGE LAFFOY:  No, that's not what question 11 is 

about.

FACILITATOR TABLE:  No, and it was just more as an 

example in terms of not necessarily putting it into the 

question.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Diarmuid, yes?

DR. TORNEY:  I was just going to say that that point is 

covered under one of the other questions relating to 

the feed in tariffs.  That would apply to home owners, 

that would also apply to farmers.  So that element of 

what was covered in the presentations yesterday is 

captured under a different question.

PROF. THORNE:  Just in general that question or that 

query does raise something about the model for many of 

these questions which try and marry both the penalty of 

the carbon intensive with the benefits or encouraging 

the climate, good climate solution if you like and if 

you split the question up the trouble is that you could 

get lots of unicorn things where you say the government 

is going to pay for all good bits that we want but 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

71

where is that money coming from is then a challenge.  

If you answer no to all the tax bits and yes to all the 

benefit bits you end up with something that looks a bit 

like, we want all our cake and we want to eat it and 

Brexit, and I'm British, is a very good rationale of 

why you maybe don't want to place questions that are 

over simplistic.  We do need to recognise that you need 

to modify the behaviour and that needs both carrot and 

stick.  So I would be against personally splitting 

questions into carrot and stick explicitly because it 

is going to get you answering yes to carrot and no to 

stick and where does that leave the government and the 

State in terms of taking the leadership role.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  I mean the three elements of 

question 11 are interconnected.

DR. RYALL:  Judge I would agree with that entirely.  It 

is an interconnected question so you can't answer one 

without considering the other part of the question.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 1.

CITIZEN TABLE 1:  Just on that question 11, is it not 

that agriculture does provide food with is essential, 

so like, yes I agree with carrot but like the stick 

should it not even be excess green house gases because 

if you want cows, if you want milk, you need to have 

methane, you do.  So like, excessive green house 
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emissions on agriculture, fine.  There should be some 

acceptable allowances that if you want food produced in 

our country then there should be a tax on every green 

gas emitted.  The stick is excessive in my opinion 

because methane is a by product of farming.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Would anybody like to -- yes, Diarmuid.

DR. TORNEY:  Maybe I could come in on that.  I think 

the point of a tax on green house gas emissions on 

agriculture is that you are right that methane is 

produced from beef and dairy and from sheep as well but 

different types of farming have different kinds of 

green gas.  Different levels of green house gas 

emissions.  So for example poultry is lower in terms of 

the impact of methane and green house gas emissions.  

Growing vegetable has a different impact again and the 

idea of a tax is that it would differentially price, 

the outputs of different kinds of agriculture.  So 

that's the thinking behind the model in this question.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  I suppose a bit like the way diesel is 

dealt with and petrol.  It is separate ways of dealing 

with them.  

MS. FINEGAN:  Just before we move on, I suppose it is 

important to state as well that Members are free to 

vote against any of these proposals and what we are not 

necessarily trying to do is arrive at a wording that 
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everybody is happy with.  It is to pose and I think 

this is a good example of a difficult question on the 

ballot paper for people to ponder and consider and 

decide how they want to vote.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, Table 9.

FACILITATOR TABLE 9:  Yes Judge, I'm the Facilitator 

for Table 9.  The citizens had some very short concise 

points just restructuring some of the ballot questions.  

It was just in relation to number 1 they wished from 

some inclusion of a reference that there should be no 

further delay in the establishing of whatever new body 

was to be set up and that there should be some emphasis 

in expediting the establishing of the body.  As you 

noted that the guest speakers made reference to 

challenges in delay.  In respect to ballot question 

number 11, some of the citizens at the table suggested 

the removal of the last line.  They were of the view 

that people would automatically move towards more 

economic, more climate friendly practices when they see 

the economic benefit.  So they felt the last line was 

redundant and in relation to ballot question number 13, 

they suggested the inclusion of the word 'and 

regulation' after the word 'supports' in the first 

line.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  All right we will go back to question 1 

first because it is the simplest.  You want some sort 
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of a time limit?

FACILITATOR TABLE 9:  Exactly.  They were concerned.  

The guest speakers made reference that one of the main 

challenges is delay from one body to another body and 

having another party being responsible and they just 

wish for some reference that whatever new body is set 

up that it would be expedited and there would be no 

further delay in it being established.

DR. RYALL:  I suppose to stress again, the main body of 

question 1 speaks about a new or existing independent 

body.  So it isn't necessarily the case that there 

would be a new body established.  Just to stress again 

that there is the possibility within this for an 

existing body to be given more powers under 

legislation.  So it is whether and to what extent we 

could put in some wording like expeditiously.  We have 

urgently in there already in terms of urgently 

addressing the climate challenge but your point is a 

distinct point.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  You see the word 'urgently' is already 

there.

FACILITATOR TABLE 9:  Absolutely.  I think what the 

citizens were more concerned about, if a new body was 

established that there be some degree of expedition on 

it.
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, we will give that some thought.  

Very good.  In relation to question 11.

FACILITATOR TABLE 9:  Correct.  They were suggesting 

just the removal of the last line as they felt that 

people would automatically go into more climate 

friendly practices when they see the economic benefits.  

They thought there was no need for that line.  

PROF. THORNE:  So that line was very specifically in 

there to say that if any revenue was raised from the 

agricultural sector it should be recycled into the 

agricultural sector and we were thinking about things 

like marginal lands and supporting a transition to more 

climate friendly practices in marginal lands or 

supporting farmers who are in trouble.  So the 

rationale behind that line is that you don't, that any 

excess revenue raised goes back into the agricultural 

sector.  It doesn't disappear somewhere else.  Which we 

thought was an equity and fairness issue to a very 

important sector for Ireland.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  I mean the second sentence might 

be an offset against tax, imposed by the first 

sentence.  The third sentence deals with a broader 

scenario.  Did you have one other one?

FACILITATOR TABLE 9:  Yes, just in relation to question 
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number 13.  They suggested the inclusion of the word 

'an regulation' after the word 'support' in the first 

line.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, we will consider that as well.  All 

right.  Who else, 14, yes.

FACILITATOR TABLE 14:  The citizens at this table, in 

the context of earlier discussion around question 11, 

would like to highlight their suggestion in relation to 

question 13 is after and 'encouraging organic farming' 

to add in 'encouraging solar farms'.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well we are talking about land use.  I 

mean this section, this particular question deals with 

land use and that's why we have referred to planting 

forests and organic farming.

FACILITATOR TABLE 14:  It was the use of solar farms on 

the land.

PROF. THORNE:  Yes I mean, very marginal land, solar 

farm or wind micro generation or many number of 

alternative means of using the land would be equivalent 

so we could yes further that list or make clear that 

those are simply examples.  But I think we had in mind 

when we were asking this question, trying to think 

about a range of uses of the land with a view to the 

question that had been given or the presentations that 
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had been given yesterday.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, we will consider that.  Yes, table 

6.

FACILITATOR TABLE 14:  We've another.  Question 7.  

Under the peat extraction section to add another stand 

alone question to read, 'a phased timeframe for the ban 

on peat extraction for private use'.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes.  We will consider that as well.

FACILITATOR TABLE 14:  And that was the two amendments 

from Table 14.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 6, yes.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 6:  The citizens at Table 6 would 

like to add in for question 1, an additional 

recommendation that such a body should consider 

appointing a county architect similar to that in 

Westport and Clonakilty where one would oversee and 

drive sustainable spatial planning and implementation 

of environmental friendly initiatives and to consider 

such around public transport.  Question 2, would like 

you know a better say clarification on what is meant by 

increasing the resilience of public land and 

infrastructure.  
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  Peter would you like to comment.  

Margaret, yes.

DR. DESMOND:  Yes so we were thinking here basically 

the ability of lands that is in public state ownership 

to be able to withstand climate change.  But 

particularly where some of these lands perhaps could be 

used to address climate impacts.  So for example if you 

think about flooding perhaps there might be the 

possibility of some of this land to allowed to take 

excess water at the time of flooding.  So this is 

obviously an issue for rural areas.  The same thing 

with infrastructure, again would be, infrastructure 

that is in State ownership how that can be built in 

such a way or retrofitted that it can be resilient to 

the actual impacts of climate change.  So this came up 

very much I think at the early presentation, on the 

first day I think Conor Murphy gave in relation to the 

expected impacts particularly from extreme weather 

events.  So it is to try and think through how future 

lands and infrastructure can be built and fixed in such 

a way that it will withstand the impacts that we are 

expecting to come down along the line to us.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Does the table get the message from 

that.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 6:  Question 9, would like to add an 

additional recommendation, where State lead by example 
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on their own cars say electric cars where practical.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well we have that covered in an earlier 

question haven't we?  Question 2.  We are saying that 

they should take a leadership role and electrify public 

vehicles.  It is already there really.

FACILITATOR TABLE 6:  Okay and would like to see an 

additional question added, for a vote to be taken.  

That say subsiding any devices that will sell back 

energy to the grid.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  We have, we have -- 

PROF. THORNE:  That's implicit under question 3 under 

qualification 1 where if you are making payments on 

carbon intensive activities that funding is protected 

and it is used to do precisely that kind of thing to 

either for social housing or put them entirely or for 

private housing to subsidise their use.  So it is about 

taxing, question 3 is really about taxing carbon 

intensive behaviour, using that money to fund public 

and private transition on an accelerated rate to a low 

carbon which would include things such as solar heat 

pumps, electric cars, everything else that has been 

discussed.

CITIZEN TABLE 6:  I understand that.  The issue I had 

is that with Britain started an initiative where they 
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were allowing households to sell back to the grid from 

solar panels.  The biggest obstacle we had at the time 

was the capital cost of the solar panels.  So the 

government subsidized them and that automatically meant 

that everybody, very modest houses, started using solar 

panels.  So it was the combination of both the subsidy 

on the capital cost and selling back to the grid.  I 

think that might just be the kicker that starts that 

revolution in this country and I'd just like to see 

that maybe in addition to selling back that we have an 

additional issue there that, for example, we'd like to 

see that the capital cost of individual solar panels, 

or individual any other energy efficient initiative is 

subsidized by the State where the capital costs is 

prohibitive to the implementation of such.

PROF. THORNE:  Absolutely and that is entirely what we 

were trying to get at in question 3 and its 

qualifications.  Particularly qualification 1.

CITIZEN TABLE 6:  Yes but I think an expressed question 

might help that.  There was one other issue there in 

terms of the charging people -- yes, question 3, 

willing to pay higher taxes on carbon initiative 

activities and I think anything related to that should 

be at source as opposed to at point of purchase of your 

-- like th plastic bag levy, so that it is not a 

general taxation.  So if you are going to buy something 

that has a high carbon intensity that you are paying 
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extra tax at that point, like the plastic bag levy.

DR. TORNEY:  I think that's captured in the question 

about the taxation system that goods that you buy would 

be taxed according to the carbon content that they 

contain.  A bit like the plastic bag tax, you would be 

incentivized towards buying certain products and 

dis-incentivzed from other products.

CITIZEN NO.2 TABLE 6:  Sorry, it was just in relation 

to question 1.3 I was just aware of a case recently 

where the government was taking to court for -- 

obligations to climate change and it was dismissed 

because there is no constitutional right to an 

environment and I'm just wondering if that's something 

that we could kind of put into that question 3 to maybe 

-- or if the panel are aware of whether that is 

something that can be tackled by that question.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Would you mind repeating that.

CITIZEN NO.2 TABLE 6:  It was just with regard to legal 

proceedings against the State.  It's just I was aware 

of a case recently where the State were taken to court 

over their climate obligations and the case I believe 

was dismissed because there is no constitutional right 

to an environment and I just wondered if as per point 3 

that if we want to pursue the State legally is that 

something we need to take into consideration.
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DR. RYALL:  Just on that, my understanding, and I'm 

open to correction, but my understanding is that that 

litigation is currently ongoing and there is a number 

of cases I believe currently before the High Court and 

I'd prefer not to comment obviously with ongoing 

litigation but I'm open to correction but I'm not aware 

that the case where the explicit right concerning an 

environmental, sorry a constitutional right to some 

adequate environment where that argument has been made, 

I don't think that has come to an end at this stage.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes and I will just say the same thing 

basically.  There is no express right in the 

constitution to environmental projection.  It is being 

argued in some cases that are pending at the moment 

that it is an un enumerated right, what we would call 

an un enumerated right, those cases are ongoing so 

obviously we can't comment on them.  So I don't think 

it would serve anything by putting that provision in.

DR. TORNEY:  I think what you may be recalling was the 

decision in relation to the Apple, the data centre, 

this issue did arise there and the objection as I 

understand it was dismissed because the court found 

that the State did not have -- the planning decision 

was not in contravention of the State's plan for 

climate change mitigation because there was no targets 

set out in the mitigation plan.  I may be incorrect on 
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that but I think that's the case and if that is the 

case then point 2 of question 1 deals with that by 

proposing to set out targets.

CITIZEN NO.2 TABLE 6:  I think it was to do with the 

airport but anyway it is fine.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 2.

FACILITATOR TABLE 2:  Just a number of points.  A 

number of the citizens at the table just in relation to 

question 1 felt that the appendix of sub section number 

3 should be omitted in its entirety.  In relation to 

question 11, it was felt that there was a missed 

opportunity not to tie the amount of subsidies 

currently in agriculture and farming businesses that 

they should be linked to reductions in green house gas 

emissions.  And there was one other suggestion just in 

terms of housing that the inclusion of a specific 

question in relation to the future building of domestic 

house dwellings that they be linked to a zero carbon 

type system from a very short time be in 2018 or 19 

allowing for the consideration of certain technologies 

are still being developed that being the case then we 

may have to wait for a longer period.  But that 

something be enacted in law that would allow that as 

these technologies take place that developers would be 

basically made to --
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  I understand what you are saying but 

that is not something that anybody who spoke to us 

raised or discussed.  Am I right in that?  It is not 

something -- I mean we are not clear on the 

implications of that.  We would have had to have some 

advice on that.

FACILITATOR TABLE 2:  And there was one point on 

Question 10, I know, sorry it is not one of the 

questions you were going to discuss but it was strongly 

felt by all of the table that the specific reference 

both to particular attention on rural areas that that 

be omitted.  That it's a complete nation that needs to 

be addressed in terms of the public transport system 

and how resources are allocated, etcetera so just 

giving particular attention to rural areas was deemed 

to be unfair.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  We were very conscious of the fact that 

over the discussion yesterday in particular and maybe 

on the last weekend that there is a distinction between 

urban areas and rural areas and we didn't want to 

ignore the difficult situation that rural areas maybe 

in but we have left it in a very very general way.    

FACILITATOR TABLE 2:  Corrected sorry, the whole table 

didn't agree with that!  I think there was one other 

general point being made by a citizen.  They just noted 

that there was very little attention given to the 
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industry of marine, be it cruise liners coming in or 

out or the fishing boats from harbours and the net 

contribution they make to pollution and their 

responsibilities in terms of a cleaner, greener 

environment.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Again that is something we didn't have 

on our agenda and we didn't address because the topic 

is so large and we had to specify what we thought were 

the most important areas.  So I don't think we can go 

there really in the absence of a discussion on it.  It 

is an interesting point I accept that.

FACILITATOR TABLE 2:  Yes, just to be noted, thank you.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 4.

FACILITATOR TABLE 4:  Table 4 have proposed that on 

question 1, part 2 instead of 'to propose' to be 'set' 

ambitious five year national and sectorial targets'.  

On question 2 they would like to see the word 

'leadership' at the start of the question, changed to 

read, 'the State should take an ownership role in 

addressing climate change'.  And then their last point 

would be probably maybe suited to question number 8, 

would like to see congestion charge included on the 

ballot paper.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, I mean the body we envisage whether 
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it is an existing body or a body that is established 

will only be in a position to propose.

DR. RYALL:  Yes, just on that point and indeed John 

Fitzgerald addressed it in passing in his talk this 

morning that setting policy is the job of government 

and politicians and the best that we felt we could 

propose here is literally to propose but our clear 

thinking was that account would be taken of whatever is 

proposed by government.  That it wouldn't be an empty 

message.  So that was the thinking, we felt that this 

was genuinely as far as we could go 'to propose' being 

the appropriate wording.  And if may Judge, while we 

are on Question 1, if I could go back to Table 2, 

because if I understood you correctly Table 2, you 

suggested omitting point 3 of Question 1 in its 

entirety and I wonder Judge if I could just ask your 

reasoning for that proposal please?

CITIZEN TABLE 2:  I suppose just a general principle of 

the State, suing the State in general, not just in this 

particular area.  You see it as a waste of time and a 

waste of money.  Put the two of them in a room and bang 

their heads together.  Yes they are both employees of 

the State and of the citizens, so I suppose it was a 

general principle that the State really shouldn't be 

suing the State.  Their job is to sort things out and 

there are enough mechanisms in place.  There are other 

ways to skin the cat.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

87

DR. RYALL:  I suppose just to say, I take your point I 

mean everybody in principle would prefer to avoid 

litigation at all costs for very obvious reasons but I 

suppose the simple answer insofar as there is one to 

what you are saying is, nobody is above the law the 

State is not above the law.  So the State is 

accountable and it must be held to account and my sense 

was that that was what the Members sought, oversight 

and compliance and this was the best that we could 

propose but I take your point.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  And it does happen in an awful lot of 

areas.  A lot of governmental bodies are given express 

power to protect the interests of the citizens and 

that's what this is about and you know it is necessary 

in terms of ensuring that the law is compiled with.  

Where are we going now?  Table 8, sorry.  

MS. FINEGAN:  Sorry there's another one here for --

FACILITATOR TABLE 4:  -- would you mind addressing that 

part for the citizens, on Question 2 on changing word 

'leadership' to 'ownership'.

DR. RYALL:  The first thing I would say is that it goes 

back to our remit which talks about State leadership so 

I would be inclined to stick with the wording that is 

in the resolution of the Oireachtas which speaks of 
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leadership but again that is something that is open to 

discussion.

FACILITATOR TABLE 4:  I think the citizens proposed 

that because they feel that leadership is where they've 

actually failed so maybe making them take ownership 

would actually then give them the leadership.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  In general are the citizens happy with 

the expression 'should take a leadership role'?  

FACILITATOR TABLE 4:  And then just on the idea to 

propose congestion charges it maybe to question 8.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, yes.  You are getting into 

specificity in a big way when you go to congestion 

charge.  We discussed that.  In fact we have discussed 

most of the points that have come up.  Does anybody 

want to say anything on congestion charge?  Diarmuid?

DR. TORNEY:  Yes our thinking in how Question 8 is 

framed is that we should first of all ensure that 

citizens have alternatives before imposing a congestion 

charge.  So you should put in place park and ride 

schemes, cycling lanes, better public transport and 

then once those are in place, once people have viable 

alternatives you should then impose the congestion 

charge but to impose it from the start would be unfair 

on people who don't have alternatives.
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PROF. THORNE:  The congestion charge isn't necessarily 

the only tool you could use, you could use lane 

management, you could use parking charges.  So that's 

why priority should be given to private car use, our 

intention was that it was implicit that there would be 

some penalty mechanisms to car use which could make it 

harder or making it more costly but if the citizens 

wished we could spell it out.  It would make for a much 

longer question.

FACILITATOR TABLE 1:  The citizens at Table 1 had 

comments on question 7 and 9.  So in respect of 

Question 7 it was suggested and I should add that there 

wasn't complete agreement at the table on this 

suggestion.  The State should, instead of immediately 

end to insert phase out instead.  So the State should 

phase out all subsidies for peat extraction.  And then 

in resect of Question 9, in the second sub part the 

second last line, instead of reductions in motor tax, 

the abolishment of motor tax and instead of electric 

vehicles, for carbon neutral vehicles.  And the 

reasoning there was that electric vehicles while the 

electricity is from non carbon, from fossil fuels there 

was no benefit to this so carbon neutral reflected 

carbon neutral policies.  There was also a suggestion, 

I will just say it for what it is, that these separate 

parts should be segregated into options A, B and C but 

there has been comments on that before.  The reasoning 
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was that some citizens felt that they would vote 'no' 

simply because of the first sub section whereas they 

were in agreement with the second two parts.  Then 

another, or one citizen at the table asked me to 

comment in respect of Question 1, do we not already 

have a very skilled body in the Climate Change Advisory 

Council as an existing body?

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, well the reason we have referred to 

a new or existing independent body we were thinking of 

the Climate Change Advisory Council but what this is 

about is the functions and the powers that are given to 

the body.  And you will see we used the word 'augment' 

I think haven't we?  Did we use it there?  Yes, yes.  

But anyway the focus of that question is on functions 

and powers.  

How do the Members feel about in Question 7 

'substituting phasing out' for 'immediately ending'.  

Maybe a show of hands for those who would favour the 

change proposed.  Well I think -- one possibility is to 

have the two options there, the State should 

immediately end or phase out.  What do the Expert 

Advisory Group think of that.

DR. TORNEY:  I think coming back to Sharon's point 

earlier on, these questions should be questions that 

are difficult to answer.  That make you ponder.  That 

some of you may vote yes to and others may vote no to 
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and that was out thinking in phrasing in terms of 

immediately ending.  In that it is a tough question for 

you to answer and you will have to think hard about it.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  The next Table.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  Judge, that was one of our 

suggestions for Question 7.  Will I just read it out 

anyway, our question?

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, yes.

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  The citizens at Table 7 suggest 

that they were concerned about the word 'immediately 

end' and could 'phase out' be put in instead within a 

certain frame time.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  And did they suggest a phase time?

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  No.  And question 11, they 

suggested maybe that the order of the sentences be 

changed around to put the positive first.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  The which first?

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  The positive.  Sentence number 2 

before sentence number 1.  That's it.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  I kind of envisage this question 2 being 
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an offset.  Do you see any advantage to changing it 

around?

DR. DESMOND:  No, I wouldn't see any advantage.  I 

think there is a logic to the emissions reduction and 

then -- as part and parcel, so the objective is first 

of is the emissions reduction that's what we are really 

trying to get at.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well we will go back to 7 again.  Just 

maybe -- it is a very basic point and I can see the two 

points of view on it.  Maybe we will see how many 

people are in favour of keeping it as it is, the State 

should immediately end all subsidies -- it is very 

close, it could well be a draw.  We will reflect on it.  

As Sharon reminds me, for those who are not in favour 

of this proposal, put your x in the No box.  

MS. FINEGAN:  Alan, do you just want to say that into 

the mic for the benefit of others.

CITIZEN TABLE 6:  It gives the wrong message if you go 

yes or no on it.  Because I think everybody agrees it 

should end.  The question is is whether or not it is 

fair to people who are dependent on it whether they are 

immediately stopped or not.  So I don't think it should 

be that hard a question.  I think it should be either 

-- you can put both in you could say immediately or 

phase out and let, you know, whoever is legislating 
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decide that but I think if you make the issue about 

whether its end or phase out the yes or no issue, you 

are going to get the wrong message.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  We will discuss it.  We will discuss it.  

I mean we are taking on board everything that everybody 

is saying on it.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 1:  Still the issue on Question 9, I 

had suggested two amendments to part 2 of Question 9.  

Instead of 'reductions in abolishment of' --

JUDGE LAFFOY:  You say the abolishing of motor tax yes.  

Sorry did you say something else as well as abolishing 

motor tax?

FACILITATOR TABLE 1:  Carbon neutral vehicles.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, that's right, yes.  

MS. FINEGAN:  Table 10.

FACILITATOR TABLE 10:  I am the Facilitator for Table 

10.  Very briefly the citizens would like to change two 

question.  With regard to Question 7, just at the very 

end, they would like to add the line 'for a substantial 

remuneration package'.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  I suspect you mean redundancy package?
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FACILITATOR TABLE 10:  No, the wording I was given was 

remuneration.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well if they have got no job they have 

got no remuneration.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 10:  And very briefly on Question 13, 

just to change the wording very slightly.  It currently 

says the State should review and revise supports for 

land use diversification with particular attention to 

supports for planting forests and insert here, 

according to best environmental practices and 

encouraging organic farming.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you very much.  We will consider 

those.

CITIZEN TABLE 10:  Just one comment very quickly, 

somebody mentioned setting a standard for all new 

builds, I know the person from Tipperary Energy Agency 

the last weekend.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes, Paul Kenny.

CITIZEN TABLE 10:  He talked about a deep retro fit of 

the existing stock being very difficult.  The target is 

to reach minimum of A3 by 2050.  So an A3 standard for 

all building stock, it is easier to build a new house 
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to these standards than retro fitting and I believe 

that was brought up by that person but to what standard 

we did not discuss.  To what standard it should be but 

I think it is implied that it should be a minimum of 

A3.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  We will consider that.  Table 12.

FACILITATOR TABLE 12:  Thank you Judge.  The citizens 

of Table 12 have alterations to three questions.  With 

Question 7 they would like a rewording of it and 

everything after peat, bog restoration deleted and 

inserted, and give workers impacted suitable alterative 

work or a substantial remuneration package.  Question 9 

bullet point 2 they want after the free motor way 

tolls, and the removal of VRT from electric cars.

MS. FINEGAN:  Sorry could you say that again?

FACILITATOR TABLE 12:  Sorry question 9 bullet point 2, 

with the addition at the end of that and removal of VRT 

from electric cars.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Sorry I didn't get that?

FACILITATOR TABLE 12:  Removal of VRT from electric 

cars.  Question 13, with the addition of 'and all other 

carbon reducing measures'.  
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  At the very end, after organic farming?

FACILITATOR TABLE 12:  Yes, yes.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Does anybody want to say anything on 

that because we have included planting forests and we 

have included encouraging organic farming?

PROF. THORNE:  Yes we'd said in response to an earlier 

one they were just examples.  So I would agree with the 

proposal which makes clear that it is not just those 

two specific ones and that would cover the concerns 

earlier around for example use of solar farms, use of 

wind or use of any number of other land management 

practices.  So I would agree with that.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 13.

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  Thank you Judge, I'm the 

Facilitator for Table 13.  In relation to Question 1 

there was a minor change suggested so that the word 

'should' would be changed to 'may'.  So in the last 

sentence it would read 'may include but not limited 

to'.  In relation to Question 2, there was a suggestion 

for the word 'consideration' to be added so that it 

would read 'consideration of renewable generation on 

public buildings'.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Where's that now, question 2?
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FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  That's on Question 2.  So it 

would be changed to read, 'consideration of renewable 

generation on public buildings'.  The reasoning behind 

that is in relation to historic buildings.  Some of the 

Members felt that if they were to upgrade historic 

buildings there would be damage done by making them, by 

adding renewable technologies to them.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Well I mean, what we are giving, the job 

we are giving, or the obligation we are imposing on the 

State is to address so wouldn't that be included in 

addressing, taking into account the planning 

considerations and the heritage of the building and all 

of that.  That would be included in addressing I think.

DR. DESMOND:  I think that would be included.  That 

would be my interpretation of it.  Addressing, is broad 

enough.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  It is deliberately broad to catch just 

that.

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  In relation to Question 2 as 

well some of the Members felt that the word 

'electrification' should be changed to a more open 

statement which would include say hydro and other new 

technologies and the same issue came up with question 9 

with the same working and they would like to see that 
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maybe changed possibly.  In relation to Question 7, 

some of the Members would like to see a change so that 

it is read, 'to improve employment opportunities' 

removing the word 'providing'.  So put 'improve' in 

instead of providing.  It has also been highlighted by 

some of the Members since the idea of packages has come 

up at some tables.  They don't agree with that.  They 

wouldn't agree with the likes of packages being 

offered.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  They wouldn't agree with?

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  The idea that remuneration 

packages was raised by other tables, some of the 

Members here have highlighted they strongly disagree 

with that.

DR. RYALL:  Could I take Question 1 Judge?  If I 

understood Table 13 correctly, you proposed in Question 

1 such functions and powers should include, should be 

change to such functions and powers 'may include' am I 

correct?  Just to point out that would be a very 

significant change.  The word 'should' is mandatory in 

other words as the Judge said very clearly in her 

introduction that the thinking here behind the 1, 2, 3 

formation is that the body, whether it is a new or 

significantly ramped up existing body would have three 

if you like functions.  One being advisory, the second 

being what we call ambition setting in terms of the 
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targets and then thirdly of course compliance and 

enforcement.  So if you change 'should' to 'may', may 

gives government an option that they could pick and 

chose from the three and that might not be with the 

Members want because our clear sense from your feedback 

was that all three were important in terms of the 

advice, the expert advice, the ambition setting, the 

leadership, the urgency and then of course the 

compliance and enforcement.  So just to say and to 

repeat and to finish that would be a very significant 

change.  May is permissible, they could pick and chose.  

Should, it's all three at a minimum.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  It gives an option.  That's all it does 

that need not be implemented.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 13:  There is one final point in 

relation to Question 13 and it was raised the issue of 

forestry land that's placed permanently into forestry 

and cannot be removed.  Could that possibly be included 

in 13 in some form to address that issue?

DR. THORNE:  If I could respond specifically in 

relation to that.  If there is clear reason why the 

current policies are not leading to uptake, that is the 

rationale behind review and revise.  We were pretty 

sure it was a national and not an EU contractual 

obligation.  So it was within the national legis to 

change that and clearly it would be, from the 
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presentations we had yesterday, there would likely to 

be greater uptake.  So that's the reasoning behind 

review and revise.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Table 11.

FACILITATOR TABLE 11:  Judge Table 11, in relation to 

Question 1 the citizens at this table are of a similar 

opinion to some of your previous speakers i.e. points 

1, 2, and 3 should be included individually in the 

vote.  In relation to Question 2 the citizens at the 

table would like to see the following sentence included 

or added at the end of this and it is, this should be 

enshrined in the legislation of the Constitution.  In 

relation to Question 9, the citizens said that the 

points should be included as individual questions and 

voted on individually and lastly Question 13, the 

citizens felt the following should be added, the 

forestry schemes could be modified so that a farmer can 

opt out of forestry after 30 to 40 years.

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Thank you.  

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  Thank you.  The citizens at Table 

7 had an issue with Questions 1 and 2.  Not so much the 

wording of them but that there might be a conflict 

between the two questions so that if you gave a body 

these additional functions and powers that that might 

supercede the role of the State.  It might impact on 
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questions 2 and some subsequent questions as well.  

DR. RYALL:  Would you have a specific example?  Did you 

have something specific in mind to flesh that out or to 

help us see where you are coming from?  We didn't 

perceive a conflict between 1 and 2 but you might have 

something specific in mind that could help us?

FACILITATOR TABLE 7:  Not really but it would be just 

that this group would have the power, you know, would 

have all the power and the State would really be down 

the chain if you like.

DR. RYALL:  Well I suppose to be fair, the body, 

whatever it is, would have the power to propose and 

that has limitations.  If you propose something it 

doesn't mean necessarily that it will be taken up.  It 

is the State ultimately who would still have to 

determine what direction things go in.  So question 1, 

it's a package and to go back to the previous comment, 

1, 2, and 3 are designed to simply flesh out the 

overarching intention which is to try as best we can to 

put climate change at the centre of policy making.  

That's the intention.  It's not an easy thing to do but 

this we thought was a good formulae as any.

DR. DESMOND:  I see them as quite distinct questions 

from each other.  Certainly Question 2 is really 

mainstreaming how we actually get all the organs of the 
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State mainstreaming or climate proving everything that 

they do.  So it is quite a distinct question from 

number 1.  

CITIZEN:  Just I hate to hammer home on question 7 but 

I think we are all slightly agreeing it but just 

something like maybe split it saying, State should end 

-- and then the question goes on and then break it up 

saying, if so should it be immediate or a phase out.  

So you kind of say yes to ending it and then follow on 

immediately or phase out.  

JUDGE LAFFOY:  I think we have heard an awful lot of 

material from you that we have to consider.  So we will 

have to go outside and consider what you've said and 

come back to you.  I don't know how long its going to 

take and I'm conscious of the fact that some of the 

Members have time considerations so we will try and do 

it as quickly as possible so that the voting can start 

as quickly as possible.

SHORT ADJOURNMENT

PRINTING OF BALLOT PAPER/FINAL REFLECTIVE EXERCISE

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Could I have your attention please.  

Thank you very much.  We spent I think 40 minutes going 

through the suggestions you've made.  First of all let 

me say, thank you very much for your consideration of 
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the ballot paper and thank you very much for the 

suggestions you've made.  As usual its very helpful.  I 

want to make that clear.  I'm just going to deal -- I'm 

going to go down sequentially with the questions and 

tell you the changes we've made and Sharon is going to 

put them up on the screen.  We will start with Question 

1, now Question 1 is a complicated question that is 

undoubtedly the case and we have taken on board all of 

the observations you've made and in the heel of the 

reel we've only made one change and that is you'll see, 

it now reads, 'to ensure climate change is at the 

centre of policy making in Ireland as a matter of 

urgency....' and so on.  So we have sort of really 

addressed and given effect to your suggestion that this 

shouldn't be put on the long finger.  So that is the 

only change we've made and the only other observation 

I'll make is in relation to the suggestion that there 

will be separate vote on each of the three examples we 

have given of powers and functions which might be 

conferred on the existing body or the new body and for 

the reasons I think I said earlier, we don't think that 

that would be appropriate.  These are only examples of 

the type of powers and as Aine mentioned, what this is 

focussing at is quite clear.  So we have not acceded to 

that suggestion.  So that's Question 1.

Question 2, we take the point about electric vehicles 

and we have changed that to having low carbon public 

vehicles.  So the State should take a leadership role 
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in addressing climate change through mitigation 

measures including for example and one of the examples 

is having low carbon public vehicles rather than 

electrifying -- Sharon has suggested to me that rather 

than going back all over it again that I take a vote on 

the questions as I go along.  So can I revert to 

Question 1, how many are in favour of Question 1 in its 

current form.  A show of hands please.  It is very 

hard.  It is unanimous is it.  Well it is a majority 

anyway.  Very good.  Thank you very much.

Then on Question 2 -- there was a suggestion towards 

the very end from one table that this be put in 

legislation or even be put in the Constitution, and 

that wouldn't, we've concluded be appropriate so we are 

leaving it as it is that the State should take a 

leadership role in addressing climate change through 

mitigation measures and we've put in the various 

examples and one of the examples is now phrased as 

having low carbon public vehicles.  So I will take a 

vote on that.  Well that does look unanimous -- or 

close enough to being unanimous.  Thank you very much 

on that.  

CITIZEN:  -- it is possible for them to actually 

mention Constitutional change but under ancillary 

recommendations.  Maybe if you could just point it out 

to them.
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  Yes I will come to that in the end.  

Thank you very much for mentioning that.  Now I think 

we were agreed on question 3, then in relation to 4, 5 

and 6 we didn't actually consider those questions and 

then moving on to question 7, there is quite an amount 

of change there.  Have you Question 7 up?  Yes.  We 

have broken it down into Question 7a and Question 7b.  

So Question 7a is, the State should end all subsidies 

for peat extraction and then spend that money on peat 

bog restoration -- and there was a change here as well 

which should be highlighted -- making provision, proper 

provision for the protection of the rights of workers 

impacted.  I will come back to the wording shortly but 

just to see the breakdown.  First of all 7a, is end all 

subsidies and then when you go to 7b you have choice.  

If the State should end all subsidies should it do so 

and you've two options, either immediately and taking 

account of what you've said, on a phased basis and 

we've put in over a period of five years and we've done 

that for consistency with Question 1.  We've picked 

five years for consistency with Question 1.  Then going 

back to the wording, remember there was some debate 

about retraining and re employing and then maybe 

redundancy payments and all of that.  I mean really it 

doesn't make sense to get into that sort of detail and 

my view is that what is important is to get across that 

if this move impacts on existing workers that proper 

provision should be made for the protection of their 

rights.  So that is a kind of a general terminology 
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which would cover everything.  The rights a worker has 

in such a situation where they are made redundant.  So 

they are the changes to Section 7.  As I say the 

division between 7a and 7b and the time factor either 

immediately or phased out over a period and then a 

change of the wording to protect the employees rights.  

So I will take a vote on that now.  I think there is 

certainly a majority there.  

Question 8 I think there was no issue on that for us to 

consider.  And then Question 9, I just have to remind 

myself, yes, we did hear your views, several views on 

Question 9 and we considered it and the conclusion we 

came to was that no change was necessary.  Otherwise I 

say we did consider everything you said so can I put 

that to a vote, Question 9.  Thank you very much that 

seems to be carried as well.  

Question 10 we didn't consider that.  Question 11, yes 

we have made no change to Question 11.  The point that 

was raised was that there was a suggestion to add a 

further provision in relation to grants and to be 

honest non of us informed sufficiently of the law on 

grants and in particular the provisions of the common 

agricultural policy and other provisions of European 

Union law.  We don't know how the change suggested 

would be impacted on by European Union law and for that 

reason we think it is unwise to make the change.  And 

in any event we had no discussion on that and we 
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weren't furnished with any information.  There are two 

lawyers here, Aine and myself and over the years I 

would have been involved in certain aspects of European 

Union law but I am not sufficiently informed at this 

particular time to express a view and I do have a 

concern and it is a concern only that if we were to 

make the change suggested that we would be impeaching 

on provisions of EU law and that would not be wise.  So 

that's the reason why we haven't made that change.

Question 12, we didn't consider 12.  Sorry, it's been a 

long weekend!!  On 11 can I ask you to vote on 11.  

Thank you very much.  Then 12 we didn't consider so we 

can go on to 13 and there was some useful suggestions 

made in relation to 13 and we have put in regulation, I 

think that was a very prudent suggestion, so it now 

reads, 'the State should review and revise regulation 

and supports'.  So regulation and supports and then we 

have made it clear that the reference to the two areas 

which were referred to originally were examples only.  

So we have said, 'for example', in relation to supports 

for planting forests and we've taken up the point which 

is a good point that we should add in there, 'in 

accordance with best environmental practice'.  And the 

second example is encouraging organic farming and we 

didn't see -- we didn't think it was appropriate just 

to add the solar panels or the wind turbines as 

examples.  It is quite clear that these are just 

examples and it keeps the question short.  And even 
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though it is Question 13, can I have a vote.  Thank you 

very much.  Just to revert to the point that Michael 

reminded me of, thank you very much for doing so.  The 

ancillary recommendations, you can deal with those in 

the additional reflective document you've got and I 

strongly encourage all of you to complete that, that 

document and to take an example if you want to make any 

suggestion in relation to constitutional protection of 

rights you can do it in that document.  But for the 

reasons I gave on Friday evening at our private session 

we concluded that we shouldn't deal with it 

specifically in the ballot paper, constitutional 

protection for environmental rights.

So I think that's everything is it?  Sorry --

FACILITATOR TABLE:  Sorry Judge, just a question from 

this table, will the citizens be getting a copy of the 

revised ballot?

MS. FINEGAN:  For voting purposes?  Can I just say, the 

operation to print 13 individual ballot papers for 100 

Members is quite considerable and its ongoing at the 

moment.  It is a huge operation to try and do that 

quickly.  So we are in the middle of it.  Do you mean 

to take home with you is that what you mean?  Oh yeah, 

after the fact we will give you -- so maybe during the 

break while the voting is happening or by email -- I'm 

trying to think of the trees!!
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JUDGE LAFFOY:  So somebody could stay here and if 

anybody wanted to see any particular change, we could 

put it up on the screen.

MS. FINEGAN:  Absolutely.  Just maybe to reflect on 

next steps.  We are almost finished printing the ballot 

paper we've been printing it as we've been agreeing it.  

So I would predict probably 10 more minutes and then we 

will commence voting.  I just at this point wanted to 

make the point that in our rules about voting we look 

for observers of the count.  So the Chair remains to 

watch the count and we need two Members at all times.  

So if I could look at this point for volunteers for 

maybe four Members and that way we can swap people out 

so they don't have to stay for the whole thing.  If I 

could look for a couple of volunteers.  Table 5 and 

Table 7.  I appreciate your cooperation on that.  So we 

will be back to you as soon as possible and I know 

people are hungry and its time for lunch.  Just to say 

at this point the Facilitators are free to go and thank 

you for your forbearance in staying with us and we will 

be back to you as soon as possible.

[APPLAUSE]
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS, CONCLUDING REMARKS AND 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE CHAIR

JUDGE LAFFOY:  Good afternoon everybody, all of you who 

are still here.  I am very grateful to you for staying 

on and I understand the people who left wanted to get 

home early and all of that and had trains to catch and 

connections to make.  But in any event we have the 

result now at the predicted time 3:30 which I am 

somewhat amazed about.  But in any event I'm going to 

go through them for the record.

First of all Question 1 and I'm not going to read the 

question, it's up there and you have copies of the 

ballot paper and the number of eligible voters, 75, the 

number of votes cast, 75.  No invalid votes so the 

total valid vote was 75 and the two options to vote 

against 73 Members voted Yes.  That's 97% and 2 Members 

voted no, that's a mere 3%.

Then going on to Question 2, again I won't read the 

question, it's up there.  Same number of eligible 

voters, 75.  The same number of votes cast 75.  No 

invalid votes so the total valid poll was 75.  Now on 

the voting all of the voters voted for the Yes option 

so that's 100%.  Now that's the outcome there.

Then going to Question 3, I don't think the question is 
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up there, only the qualifications are up, no it is up 

there sorry, sorry.  In any event, again same number of 

eligible voters, 75.  Same number of votes cast 75 and 

the same total valid poll 75 and 60 votes in favour of 

I would be willing to pay higher taxes on carbon 

intensive activities.  That's 80% of the voters and 15 

or 20% would not be willing to pay higher taxes on 

carbon intensive activities.  So that is Question 3.

Then Question 4, again the question is up there.  The 

number of eligible voters 75 again.  The number of 

votes cast 75.  One invalid vote on this occasion so 

the total valid poll was 74 and the way the voters 

voted was 71 or 96% voted Yes and 3 or 4% voted No.

Yes Question 5 seems to have been problematic all day!  

Not just on my side!  And you have the question again.  

Again 75 eligible voters, 75 votes cast, one invalid 

vote this time.  So a total of 74 valid votes and the 

break down on the vote was, Yes 74 or 99% and No, 1 

vote or 1%.

Question 6, again the question is up there.  Number of 

eligible voters 75, number of votes cast 75, no invalid 

votes this time.  So the total valid poll was 75 and 

again on this occasion all the voters voted Yes, that's 

100%.

Now as you will recollect Question 7 was split as 
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question 7a and question 7b.  On question 7a the number 

of eligible voters was 75, the number of votes cast was 

75, no invalid votes so the total valid poll was 75 and 

the voting in favour of Yes, 73 votes or 97%.  And then 

going to question 7b -- just this was an innovation 

following the Members input and the question was if the 

State should end all subsidies should it do and option 

1 was immediately and option 2 on a phased basis over a 

period of five years.  Now there were 75 eligible 

voters and 75 votes were cast.  One invalid vote so 

there was a total valid poll of 74 and 29 voters or 39% 

voted for the ending immediately and 45 or 61% voted 

for ending on a phased basis over a period of five 

years.  So option two was the majority on that.

Yes and I'll move on to Question 8 now.  On this 

question again 75 eligible voters, 75 votes cast, no 

invalid vote so a total valid poll of 75 and on this 

question 70 votes in favour of yes that's 93% and five 

voters voted No, 7%.  

Now moving to Question 9, again that question is on the 

screen.  Again 75 eligible voters, number of votes cast 

75.  No invalid votes so the total valid poll was 75 

and the breakdown of the voting was 72 votes or 96% Yes 

and 3 votes or 4% No.

And then going on to Question 10, again 75 eligible 

voters.  The numbers of votes cast 75.  Invalid votes 
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one, so a total valid poll of 74 and the voting Yes 68 

votes or 92% and No 6 votes or 8%.

Question 11, again the question is on the screen.  

Again 75 eligible voters, the number of votes cast 75, 

there were two invalid votes on this occasion so the 

total valid poll was 73 and the voting Yes 65 votes for 

Yes and that is 89% and 8 votes No, that's 11%.

And then Question 12, again you'll see from the screen 

75 eligible voters and they all cast a vote and the 

total valid poll was 75 and the breakdown of the voting 

was 70 votes for Yes, that's 93% and 5 votes for No, 

that's 7%.

And then the last question, Question 13, again 75 

eligible voters who all cast a vote but there was one 

invalid vote that left a total valid poll of 74 and the 

breakdown of the voting was for Yes 73 votes or 99% and 

for No 1 vote and 1%.

So as it happens I don't have to exercise my casting 

vote.  

So I will just make some concluding remarks and wind up 

the proceedings.  Just to recall that that over the 

course of the two weekends we have considered the ways 

in which Ireland could transition to being a leader in 

tackling climate change in the energy, transport and 
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agricultural sectors.  This weekend we've made 

important recommendations both in terms of transition 

in the sectors which I've mentioned but also to 

encourage greater ambition from the State and from the 

Government.

The Members led the development of these 

recommendations which were reflected on the ballot 

paper and throughout the process this weekend I 

emphasised the levels of support that all of the 

Members gave to us and the amount of assistance we got 

in relation to formulating the ballot paper and the 

high level of input from the Members in that 

formulation throughout the process and in the history 

of the process was explained when I was explaining the 

ballot paper so I'm not going to back over that again.

I just want to just let you know what's going to happen 

next.  You've made your recommendations through the 

completion of the ballot paper and you I hope and 

presume they have been collected, you've provided in 

writing your thoughts and what should be included as 

ancillary recommendations of the Assembly.  These will 

be collated and where there is consensus in relation to 

the recommendations they will be included in separate 

section in the report in the same way as we did in 

relation to the 8th Amendment.  

Now, the next job is for the Secretary and for myself 
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and that's to finalise the report and to furnish it to 

the Houses of the Oireachtas and realistically I expect 

that it will be the New Year before we are in a 

position to do that but in any event the Secretariat 

will communicate the contents of the report and the 

date it will be submitted to the Houses of the 

Oireachtas to you in advance of that happening and 

really all that remains to do now is to thank everybody 

for their involvement in the process.  We were very 

lucky I have to say to have received such very very 

good presentations from all of the speakers.  I would 

be very surprised if everybody in the room wasn't 

amazed at the amount of information we got and the 

manner in which we got it and speaking for myself now, 

I understand the implications of climate change much 

better now than I did 3 months ago and I suspect 

everybody in the room -- all the Members feel the same 

way.

The other thing was we had very good Facilitators and 

Note Takers assisting the Members during their round 

table discussions leading to Q&A sessions and all of 

that and again I want to thank them and mustn't forget 

the Expert Advisory Group and the epitaph I use and 

have used on all occasions when referring to the three 

Expert Advisory Groups which have assisted us is 

invaluable and the reality is the work of the Expert 

Advisory Group on every occasion has been invaluable 

and quite frankly I have to say we couldn't have got to 
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where we've got without them and this is particularly 

true in this case because I have to be honest it was a 

topic about which I knew hardly anything and I feel so 

much wiser now.  But I'm really really grateful for the 

work of the Expert Advisory Group and the guidance they 

gave us.  And I'm not forgetting the Members!  Once 

again, once again, did I use the word gob smacked 

before, I think I did, but I have throughout this 

process I have been gob smacked by the level of 

involvement and engagement by the Members continuously 

and that's the important point, continuously in the 

process and in particular on the very difficult days of 

the meetings.  We had a private meeting on Friday 

evening, yesterday we started at 9 o'clock and we went 

on all day and it was constant concentration, constant 

concentration and I'm quite sure everyone was exhausted 

yesterday evening, I certainly was and it is absolutely 

amazing that our Members still have this level of 

engagement with the process and I'm really really 

grateful to them.  It just does amaze me that the 

Members dedication and enthusiasm has not waned over 

the process.  We have been at it for over a year now 

and it is just the time that is given and how it must 

impact on your ordinary life is amazing and you are 

performing an amazing civic duty and I'm very grateful.  

And I would also like to thank the Secretariat for all 

the assistance they give us.  Again the whole process 

is administered so well again I think I'll use the word 

again, gob smacked!  I'm gob smacked!  But really I 
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have had from the outset unbelievable support from the 

Secretariat and I want to honestly say how grateful I 

am to them.  

So anyway that's it on the climate change issue.  We 

are moving on in to the 4th topic, that's the manner in 

which referenda are held.  That will have one weekend 

but we will probably set the ball rolling maybe in the 

next fortnight.  

So that's it.  I was warned, warned by one Member 

several times not to forget to say Happy Christmas so 

Nollaig faoi mhaise daoibh go leir.

[APPLAUSE]

END
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